HISTORY OF ERITREA O.SABBE P67
The Habashite Abraha Rules Yemen

The Himyarites tended to harass the Christidms Wwed in their midst. One of the most
important Christian strongholds was the city of Najrdiihu Nawas stormed it, devastated its
people and mutilated the bodies of the dead. According ¢onarrative, the number of the
casualties reached twenty thousands, and according theancarrative, it reached two
thousands. This motivated the king of Aksum, El Asbabawége another war against
Yemen to destroy this rebellions Jewish king. Howgseme historians deny that two wars
took place and speak only of the one waged by, El Asbaha.

Dus Thu Tha'alaban (and in another narrative, HaylgarFayd) went to the Roman king
in Constantinople and invoked his help against Thu Navw&isce the length of the distance
prevented the Roman king from intervening directly, ha seth the Arab a request to the
king of Aksum. The negus, responded by sending an army ureleothmand of Aryat (a
corruption of the Habashite name Hawaryat) and providadndith ships from Egypt and the
gulf of llat. Abraha Al Ashram was in the ranks ofstrarmy which numbered twenty
thousand soldiers.

The battle ended with the defeat of the Himyarites Bma Nawas rode his mare into the
sea. Aryat ruled Yemen and was succeeded by Abraha.altee became an independent
ruler of Yemen in the reign of Beit Israel, the kingAKsum, and the reign of his son, Jabr
Maskal in 540 A.D. Initially, Abraha wrote in his ingions that he was a vassal of the
Aksumite king, Negus Zabyemen (the one in Yemen). ielsted that he built a church in
Yemen which was known by the name Elklis, which isivéer from the Greek (Ekklesia)
meaning general assembly or church. He wanted it théd@olestar of the Arabs instead of
the 'Qa'aba’ in Mecca.

It was a master-piece of architecture in its splendowt immensity. Arab historians
relate that Abraha raided Mecca in the year knowthasyear of the elephant’ to avenge the
insult which was inflicted on his church in Sana'atbg pagan Nafeel Al Ja'athami, who
smeared the front of the church with his excreta &ne\t rotten cadavers in it. Al-Tabari
describes the diseases which routed Abraha's army a@atles of Mecca by saying: "The first
time measles and small-pox were seen in Arabia wa$ah year". The Arabs date the
invasion to the year 570 A.D. and call it the “yeaths elephants”. It is probably the year in
which the Prophet Muhammad, peace be on him, was bBut.researchers fix the date at
540 A.D.

Some historians relate that Abraha was the lasestore the famous Ma'areb dam in
Yemen, and that he recorded inscriptions on the stwhieh he began by saying: "With the
authority, power and mercy of the compassionate, histGind the holy spirit set down this
writing 'l, Abraha, viceroy of the Geezite Ramhazn@n, king of Saba, Thu Raidan,
Hadramut and the Arabs in Najada and Tahama..... €éfte"text in Geez is "/ya vil warda
warahmanan ramhaz zabimen warun quds sattiru than mazamdaabrat azli malikan
ajlaziyyinrambaz zabiman malik Sabal th radon wahadtamayamnan walalrabuhum
watudam watahmat.

The restoration ceremony was attended by Roman arslaPeidelegations. Also
present was Al Munther, the king of Hira Al Hareth llabla and Abu Karb Ibn Jabla. Dr.
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Jawad Ali, in his book, "The Detailed history of theabs - Vol. III", points to the political
importance of the attendance of these delegations @&mdsthategic objectives in the Red
Sea: "The coming of the delegate of negus Ramhiz Zebgeithe delegate of the Roman
King, the delegate of the Persian king, the emissafied Munther, the king of Hira, Al
Hareth Ibn Jabla and Abi Karb Ibn Jabla made a gnaaiteission on the southern Arabs and
on the chieftains and their tribes.

The coming of these to Yemen and their crossef distances is no easy thing and
denotes great political significance. It reflects estdor Abraha and his position in that vital
area which controls the Red Sea, Bab el Mandeb anddi@ Ocean.

These delegates did not come merely for congratulat@angsement or out of courtesy,
but for more important things; namely to draw Abraha ithis camp or the other and thus
make the one outweigh the other and suppress trade ireth&&a or enhance it. This could
either spell disaster for the institutions of the Rosnand their trade or reap them vast,
inestimable profits.

The world was then, as now, divided between two fraamseastern Persian front and a
western Persian front. Each had its own propagandistéi@ the small kingdoms and the
tribal chiefs. These followers punished and forgavegeveentent or angry in their efforts to
grafity and flatter the side they supported. The Romawustee all their power to establish
their hegemony over the Arabian Peninsula, to isatat®m the Persians or, at least, from
their supporters.

The Persians, on their part, tried to destroy everty phat took the side of the Romans
or supported their point of view and to prevent their stigp® entering the Indian Ocean and
trading with Arabia and Africa. The two camps workedgdititly on spreading propaganda
and winning the battle of intellect. The Romans\arto spread Christianity in the Arabian
Peninsula; they sent and aided missionaries and urged Hdalbassupport and spread
Christianity.

The Persians endeavoured to spread Christian creeds opgpasedcreed of Rome and
Habasha (Abyssinia) and to support Judaism also, simgpdsed the policy of the Romans.
As we know the religion of the Persians was neither Christian Jewish, but a religion
contrary to both religions. Thus, the purpose of then&t in spreading Christianity was not
sincere or blemishless".

Abraha was succeeded by his son, Eksum, in 544 A.D. Tiee fated for nineteen years
and was succeeded by his brother, Masruk, who ruled fdveawears. Finally, Hemyar
could stand the Habshites no more, so the Persiand than the opportunity was ripe to
invade Yemen in their struggle with the Romans for ¢betrol of the Red Sea and its
lucrative trade.

Seif Ibn Thee Yazen played an important role in ingitthe Persians who came on eight
ships. They were met by king Masruk at the head of a bdnthousand soldiers, according
to some narratives. The Persian commander, Wamearaged to kill Masruk on the back of
his mute with an arrow. When he fell, the Aksumitenyawas defeated and they fled in every
direction. After the battle of Yemen, the Persianstinued invading the coasts of the Red
Sea until they subjugated Adulis and the Dahlak Archipilagoeres they built cisterns the
remains of which still stand.
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However, the Persian reign in Yemen and their comfdhe Red Sea did not last long.
Hardly fifty years had passed when the Arab conquediswing the emergence of Islam in
Mecca, swept over the Middle and Near East, putting anternthe Persian empire and
wresting from the Romans the Middle and Near East, begirwith Palestine and Syria and
passing through Egypt till North Africa. The entire Aeatb Peninsula, including Yemen,
came under the hegemony of the new Arab state.

It was now the turn of the Arabs to extend theiumfice over the Red Sea and its straits.
Between the years 630 and 640 A.D., Adulis ended in ruins die t@ids of the Beja tribes,
which the Arab conquests had pushed into migrating southfwand their homeland in
Asswan, Egypt.

Its commercial role as a broker in the Red Sea lestwiee trade of Aksum, "Punt" land,
the eastern coasts of Africa, Yemen, India and Reosidhe one hand and the kingdom of
Meroe, Egypt, Syria and the Romans on the other haasl ower after it had thrived for about
nine centuries.

The Struggle in the Red Sea in the Middle Ages
The Arabs control the Red Sea

With the spread of Islam in the Arabian PeninsulajaSylesopotamia, Persia, Egypt
and North Africa, the Arabs controlled the northemd douthern entrances of the Red Sea
and the most important trade centres in the old wo@iflthe Red Sea basin, only its African
coasts remained outside the Arab control.

These were mostly small in resources and populatiompéXor those racing the coasts
of Yemen known today as the coasts of Eritrea, irchvAidulis was famous as an entrance to
Habasha (Abyssinia) and as a trade link between téteaga the west. By then it had been
destroyed as a result of the Persian-Roman struggle moadd the Beja raids. The relation
of the Arabs after Islam with this coast dates bacthe early appearance of Islam when the
prophet advised some of his comrades to emigrate to kabhscause there is a king who
does not oppress anyone, and it is a land of tr@)hafter they bad been harassed by
'‘Qureish’.

In the fifth year of the prophetic mission, elevemmand some say twelve, four of them
married and accompanied by their wives, left Mecca.eyTiound two trader ships that
transported them for half a 'dinar' to the town of'ddar' on the Eritrean coast south of
Adulis. Then they travelled to Aksum, where the negusredf them generous hospitality.
These fifteen were only the beginning of the processiahe flow of Moslem-migrants,
escaping with their religion to Habasha, continued timt}y numbered over one hundred.

Thus began the relation of the Arabs after Islanh whe African coasts of the Red Sea.
Soon, however, conditions changed; the adherents afawereligion were no longer exiles
seeking refuge in a remote country, but rulers controllegreins of state in vast regions in
the world. The deterioration of the influence of thwe states, the Roman and the Persian, in
the Red Sea created a vacuum and gave thugs the opportugotyhchecked and to practice
piracy, especially since there were remains of shigb @ sizable number of unemployed
living in the ruins of Adulis in the absence of any goweent.

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



To punish these and prevent them from threatening #ue troutes in the Red Sea, the
Caliph Omar Ibn Al-Khattab sent a small expeditionsistimg of three hundred men under
the command of Alkama Ibn Mihrez Al-Alkami, according Ab Tabari and lbn Al-Athir.
The expedition was to punish these and spread Islam iAftiean land, but they were killed
and the expedition failed. Omar took it upon himself névesend anyone by sea again.

The Caliph Omar, however, approved of Amr Ibn Al A'sggestion to dig a canal
connecting the Red Sea and the Mediterranean via tbethbugh he had opposed it at first
for fear that the Romans use it in their military @®ns against the Arabs. The reason for
his approval was that he remembered the importancecohnecting the Red Sea with the
Nile, especially for sending wheat to Hijaz. So hdeoed the re-opening of the old canal
which was known as the canal of the Prince of thehfeh The trade of the east started to
move across the Red Sea and Egypt to Alexandria, andifereto the west and Syria.

The pirates carried on with their destructive activtyming out of the ruins of Adulis and the
Dahlak Archipelago, which they made a refuge for thepsshThey even raided Jeddah in
702 A.D. and threatened to destroy Mecca. So the Om&gaigths took a decisive step to
put an end to this piracy.

They mobilized a naval campaign to establish a naamtre on the western coast of the
Red Sea racing Yemen (the Eritrean Coast) and occupedwtiole of the Dahlak
Archipelago racing Massawa. The occupation of the Mo#leabs of this excellent position
was the beginning of their occupation of the rest efrtaval centres on the African coast and
of the gradual spread of Islam in east Africa.

In the first Islamic period, most of the westernstsaf the Red Sea remained under the
power of the pastoral Beja tribes after they had dgstréhe port of Adulis and crushed the
kingdom of Aksum with the migration of the Beja tribesnfr southern Egypt. One of the
Fatimide Caliphs made a treaty with Maknun lbn Abdul Aitie chief of the Beja, by which
he recognized his authority over the Beja regionshdl "Island of the Wind" or the present
port of Massawa.

Spencer Trimingham says in "Islam in Ethiopia™: "ThejaB tribes founded five
independent kingdoms west and north east of Eritrea. yBad&Massawa' was a port which
had commercial contacts with the Sultans of Egypt'mdasJeslow says in "The Wonders of
Ethiopia": "Massawa and the few ports on the Red Seante Islamic at an early time, and
after the destruction of Adulis, an Islamic civilisatiflourished on the Dahlak Island near
Massawa at the beginning of the eighteenth century”.

The western coasts of the Red Sea were knovAralo historians under different names
such as "The Land of the Islamic Mode" (The Africarastoacquired an Islamic character
while the interior kept a different character, saydvidsou'di in "The lexicon of Countries"),
"The Land of Zeila" and "The Land of Jabarta", to whis attributed the famous Egyptian
historian, Abdul Rahman Al-Jabarti".

The Red Sea During the Crusades
With the coming of the crusaders and the settlinth® crusaders in Damascus, Europe

wanted to deprive Egypt of raw materials necessary ot Whe Pope and some European
governments issued laws and decrees for bidding the exXjpibese categories to Egypt.
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However, the two sides could not afford to saerithe sizable sums which they earned
from trade. So many overlooked the application of tgalPdecrees, and the trade across the
Red Sea remained so active that the emissary of kaledgarbarossa expressed surprise at
seeing the commercial activity in Alexandria in 1175 A.D.

Dr. Jalal Yehya says in "The Red Sea and Cdismiathat the Indians, the Arabs and the
Egyptians used to cooporate in transporting the accumuleddd th Aden to the port of
'Eithab’, where it was transported on camel back sw&) where it was re-shipped on the
Nile to 'Dumyat' and 'Rashid’. The Sultan of Egypt pritdub western merchants from
entering the Red Sea for fear that they conspire tiwélHabashites against his country.

In the year 578 (Higri), Prince Ranuda, the ruler of Kanakyria, wanted to seize the
land of Hijaz. So he built ships and transported thedeaoparts on camels to the coast,
where he put them together, loaded them with men andnaehines, and divided them into
two parts: one part sailed to the Island of "Qala'a’A¢{inai) and prevented its people from
coming to the water, which caused them great duress, andgmitunder great strain.

The second part sailed towards 'Eithab’, wreaked hamothe coasts, took the Arab
ships and the merchants on board, and took the peopleyss, as they had not known any
European in that sea, whether merchant or soldierEglypt, king Al-Adel Abu Bakr lbn
Ayyoub, acting for his brother, Saladdin, built a fleethe 'Kalzam Sea’ (The Red Sea) under
the command of his aide-de-camp, Hussamiddin LuLua, and laaaeth veteran sailors.
They sailed to 'Ayla’ and captured the enemy ships hftering them and took the soldiers
prisoners. Those who escaped inward were pursued by #ies And brought back. Then
they sailed towards 'Eithab' in pursuit of the remaid@ngsader ships.

On arrival, they found the Crusaders had killed manyhefeople of 'Eithab’, captured
many others and robbed them. Ibn Jubier says thatCthsaders captured a Beja ship
bringing pilgrims from Jeddah and also captured a big canatgrh had come from Jeddah
to 'Eithab' and killed everybody. They captured two shigsging merchants from Yemen
and burnt many foodstuffs on that coast, which had bestined for the granaries of Mecca
and Medina. They burnt another sixteen ships, and nkais and power spread on the coast
of the Red Sea.

Then they sailed to the land of Hijaz and Lulua followieeim there. He found that they
had obstructed the route of the merchants and proceedalli aod pillage. People were
appalled by this and the people of Medina and Mecca wereriled. LulLua caught up with
them at the port of 'Rafink' (the coast of Al Hawia)d put them to the sword. When they
were faced with annihilation, they came out on land ok refuge in some montainous
trails. Lulua disembarked and fought them ferociously. tdt&k horses from the Arabs of
that land, mounted his soldiers on them, and fought theimoose back and on foot until he
defeated them and killed most of them.

The letter sent by the Habashite Queen Heléhadortuguese King Immanuel in 1805
justified these fears. She wrote him offering helingihess to provide large land forces to
destroy and seize the port of Eithab, but she sayshieatoes not have a fleet and asks him to
help her by providing her with a fleet to transport &xenies to Jerusalem in Palestine to
participate in 'liberating it from the heretics' angtoging it to the "dominion of the Holy
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Cross". In spite of the religious guise applied to thegeraents, the desire to control the
Red Sea is obvious in the contents of this letter.

After the end of the Crusades, ‘Eithab’ lostcisnmercial importance, especially after the
port of Al-Tour became a centre from which caravaasdlled towards Egypt and Syria.
Moreover, Aden also lost its former importance, beeahe Prince of Yemen tried to stop
trade from passing to Egypt. The Indians, after appraibmgituation, found that the Sultan
of Egypt controlled the end of the route, and started wsddah to unload their goods, after
it had been seized by the king Al-Ashraf 'Barsbari'hisTtrade was then transported by
caravans by way of Mecca and Hijaz northland to Egypéshipped on warships to Al-Tour.

As we have already mentioned, Egypt and Venice reaped pmafigs by trading with
the cast across the Red Sea. This was one of teeimportant reasons which made the
Portuguese attempt to find another route to the fortuhdeheoeast. The movement of
geographical explorations had already picked up momentum, antheBanio Diaz
managed to reach the Cape of Good Hope. Then Vasco rda feached Calcutta, and
eventually Capral reached India with his big fleet afterteen years of the arrival at the
Cape.

The Portuguese clashed with the Egyptians in the Indidersyaand tried to intercept
Indian trade with Egypt. Both Egypt and Venice realizasi ibw danger that threatened to
wrest the eastern trade from them and divert it tordlee of the Cape of Good Hope and
the Atlantic Ocean. Venice proposed a reduction of duredrans-Egyptian trade, the
excavation of a canal connecting the Red Sea and #u#dvwanean, the persuasion of the
princes of India not to deal with the Portuguese sothagtwould not be forced to submit to
them someday, but Venice refused to play an active irolhis new world economic
struggle, because it did not want to make an enemy ofidRdrt In 1508, the Egyptian fleet
defeated the Portuguese fleet under the command of Almatatime Island of Dio in the
Indian Ocean after crossing the Red Sea but was defgiadedther battle in 15009.

The Portuguese managed to seize Jawa in India, but failednguer Aden because of
the resistance of the Yemenites. Al-Ghouri, thedutif Egypt, sent a naval expedition to
Yemen to reinforce Arab centres there. But thispagn endeavoured to seize the cities of
Yemen itself. While thus occupied, it learnt of the defef Al-Ghouri and his death and the
Ottoman occupation of Syria and Egypt. The activitfEgypt and its schemes in the Red
Sea were over, and the Ottoman Empire, which occupiedwihole of the Arabian
Peninsula, replaced it.

The Portuguese had controlled the ports of the Red Sedesiton the western coast and
the Gulf of Aden, Sawaken, Massawa, Zeila'a and Barbakarez, who headed the
Portuguese mission to Habasha, converted the mosquessaiMa into a church in 1520.
The Portuguese army, which came to aid the king of Halbagainst the conquests of Imam
Ahmad I|bn Ibraheem, the prince of Hara, landed at thieBn port of Zula. Then it
penetrated into the Habasha plateau, where it contdibatéhe defeat of the Imam.

The Ottomans saw in the Portuguese control of théeglicacenters on the trade routes in
the Red Sea, which were close to the Islamic holygglan Hijaz a threat to their interests.
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The Portuguese worked through their alliance with Habasheinforcing their military
and commercial presence in the basin of the Red Skaemuring European trade with the
east around the Cape of Good Hope and removing it from BggoSyria.

The Ottomans equipped a fleet under the command of Sirstma,Paho battled the
Portuguese fleet under the command of the Juan de Ca#fire tiee coasts of Massawa in
I554 and defeated it. Then they liquidated the Portuguesegnssilong the coasts of the
Red Sea and built fortresses there. In 1557, the Ottofaks occupied the port of
Massawa. The natives cooperated with the Turks andthdathmerchants of Katalan, the
rivals of the Portuge, who built trader ships in Zeila'aSomaliland for the purpose of
expelling the Portuguese whose rule was marked by savagefgraticism.

However, the control of the Portuguese and the othesdean nations of the trade of the
east across the Cape of Good Hope deprived the Red $saeobnomic importance as an
international waterway. Then the Ottoman contretame nominal and the movement of
trade and building on the barren coasts of the Red Seaedaced to the lowest level during
the next three centuries until it was revived withdpening of the Suez Canal in 1869.

The French campaign under Napoleon Bonaparate came to Bgwbe end of the
eighteenth century, and thought of connecting the wafdirge two seas, the Red Sea and the
Mediterranean by means of a direct canal between.théfmance sought to undermine
England in India and subsequently control the trade ofFveEast with Europe. At this
point, Britain strove to expel France from Egypt, arfinafits control over the Indian Ocean
and the Red Sea in Aden and Breem, which are considezesbtithern keys of the Red Sea.
This factor remained a vital factor in guiding Britishlipp for a century and a half into
monopolizing and controlling the routes of world trade #rel people who live along these
routes, if need be.

The Colonist Struggle in the Basin of
the Red Sea after the Opening of the Suez
Canal

The excavation of the Suez Canal was an importaningupoint in the history of the Red
Sea, of world trade and of colonialism. All the caddist states, France, Italy, Britain and
others, tried to obtain naval posts for the storageoaf, provisions and supplies to cater to
the needs of their ships on the new transport routedaet East and West. These stations
developed into important bases. They were the EnglismAtte French Obock and the
Italian Asseb, and were the beginnings of European @difm and its centres in the Red
Sea.

England occupied Aden in 1839 after an unequal battle of igbitamts. For it, Aden
was a citadel that controls the Indian Ocean and al fegint on the naval route to the
Mediterranean in addition to its being an important reeribr expansion in the southern
Arabian Peninsula, in Somaliland and in east Africpeeially since England was able to use
this base to deal with the leaders of Habasha astighi country afforded it a position from
which it could supervise the Nile Valley in case oitrke.

This was what happened when it waged its famous campaign Lacte Napier, who
made Aden his supply depot and marched through the Eritreammfpdula to the Habasha
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plateau where he rescued the imprisoned British consed kiting the king of Habasha,
Theodore, and defeating his army in 1869 A.D., the yeahich the Suez canal was opened.

England sent an emissary from Aden to the king of 'Sboa, of the provinces of
Habasha. He made a treaty with him stipulating thadut@s would be imposed on English
goods entering Habasha in excess of five percent ofidlee, and in which the king of Shoa
undertook to keep the trade routes open and facilitateahel bf Englishmen in the region.

In 1882, England gained control of the Somali port of Berbe&r which there was an
Egyptian garrison and which was nominally under the Cdtostate. This was accomplished
after the British authorities in Aden sent Major Hunath fifty soldiers as personal guards.

Turkey objected to the British occupation and the EgyRasha refused to evacuate his
garrison, but England turned down the Turkish demands, evdctlaeEgyptian garrisons
from Berbera and Zeila’a and saw to it that a Britisltony was established under the name
of "The British Somaliland" in the part racing Aden.

The Somaliland people, led by the great fighter, MohafdadLllah Hassan, revolted.
The struggle lasted for twenty years during which theidBritasted the bitterness of defeat
more than once. But the British Empire, in complisitgh Habasha and Italy, managed to
field large forces in this region, which caused the weiakeof the civil resistance and then
the destruction of its military forces.

Just as England expanded its territory using Aden lese, so did France, on its part,
expand by starting with Obok, on the coast racing Aderm base for its future operations in
this region. So, it sent a warship with orders tg stahat port, and landed some troops as a
garrison on the coast. Its commander enjoyed the pamer as a political resident, that is,
the same powers enjoyed by the British representativkden. The French government
signed a deal with a company to build a coal depot in Obdkreover, it issued orders to
French ships passing through the strait of Bab el Metalebtain coal from this new base.

France's man in the region was Lagar who was chasetihé post of "commandant”
and who was quite active. This official drew the attenof his government to the necessity
of occupying that part of the coast which would allow fhe establishing of a French
colony, and to the necessity of contact with theriot and the attempt to benefit from the
trade of Harar and Shoa.

It was only natural that he would first of all eyajlra’; where the interior caraval
trails begin. He began contacting chiefs all alongabast, but he was forced not to go to
‘Tajura’ before the Egyptians left it. So he serttip ® 'Ras Ali', the summer port of Tajura
on April 27, 1884. The French manipulated Ibrahim MuhammagTejura ministewho
accompanied them on this trip, who did not want toHetEnglish occupy his country after
the departure of the Egyptians.

The French hovered around the area, approachedatieequl which the English flag was
fluttering, and informed the local chief that the pdriRas Ali' had become theirs and they
would be back in a few days to occupy it. Naturally,Eggptian officials in the area quickly
informed their government and asked for reinforcements.
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The French manipulated the Sheikhs and the local chieégar made a treaty with
Sultan Ahmad, the Sultan of Tajura oW/211884, which gave France the right to protect
the lands stretching from 'Ras Ali' to 'Qubbat al kevar The Sultan undertook not to make
any treaty or agreement with a foreign government omiththe consent of the French
commander of Obok, in return for which France was toghundred Riyals a month to the
Sultan and eighty Riyals to his minister.

British authorities in Cairo were apprehensive abouaramed clash with the French in
Tajura, so it councilled the withdrawal of the Egyptiénasn it; the governor was informed
of this as an order issued by the Khedive's governmé&he Danakils succeeded in forcing
the small garrison out of Tajura into Zeila'. The &ulgained control of the city, the French
came and officially announced its annexation and graeetwath a salvo of guns.

England did not mind the coming of Jibuti into the sphdrErench influence, since it
was more occupied with trading with inside the conting@n with supplying Aden.
England left that France needed Jibuti the way it needdld Znd Berbera. The French
ambassador in London exchanged two letters with thesiBforeign secretary on February
2nd and February 8th, 1888, concerning the agreement drawedpetive two countries
concerning their interests in Somaliland.

Thus, both France and England succeeded in using their lmese@s for colonialist
expansion on the navigational route across the RedJ®edi. was declared capital of what
was called French Somalialand. At a time when the afgeolonialism has faded in the
world, France still holds on to this colony to pregeitg strategic and economic, interests
and to tend Ethiopian interests, as Jibuti is conneidelddis Ababa by a railway which
was built seventy years ago, and carries half the @idvicthiopian trade, in spite of the
rightful demand of the Somaliland for national independersgloiting tribal dissension
between the tribes of Afar and Issa to the point ithelhanged the name of the region into
the province of "Afar and Issa".

The Egyptian Khedivate in Eritrea

When the Wahabite revolution arose and the rights todrian sovereignty over Hijaz
were imperilled, the Sublime Porte charged his 'WalEgypt with quelling the revolution.
When Ibrahim Ibn Mohammad Ali triumphed over the Wakalsultan Mahmoud Il
appointed him Pasha of Jeddah in July 1820 in recompense feerkiices. It was thus that
Egypt came to have a kind of sovereignty over the westeast of the Red Sea. But this
sovereignty was indirect, in addition to being nominal.

When the Syrian wars and the intervention of the peao states to settle the Egyptian-
Ottoman problem forced the Pasha of Egypt to evacuatérdbian Peninsula and recall his
forces in 840, the sublime Porte regained his direatenfte on the provinces overlooking
both: the African and Asian coasts of the Red Sea&hwiad been occupied by the Egyptian
forces. So, the authority of the Sultan was congedianew in the province of Hijaz, and
Turkey regained its direct sovereignty over Sawaken andadason the western coast of the
Red Sea through the Ottoman 'Wali' in Hijaz.

Soon, the Khedival government resumed its claim ofridiet of sovereignty over the
western coast of the Red Sea. After many effortls thie Sublime Porte, the latter consented
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on 3/5/1865 to remove the port of Massawa from the juriedgtof the Jeddah government
and place it directly under the reign of the ‘Wali’ of gy

On 11/5/1865, Sawaken was conceded to Egypt too. On 11/5/1865)meSPorte
issued a decree (Firman) giving Egypt townships of Massa@ayaken and their
dependencies. Ismail Sadek Pasha headed for Massawautoeasontrol of them, and
Hassan Ra'fat Bey was appointed mayor. On 30/4/ 1866, Massa® taken over in a
ceremony in which the decree (Firman) of concesswas read in the presence of town
officials and notables.

In March, 1866, the Egyptian government purchased the owimergjhts for the
province of 'Ad' from the "Bashtri Bros. Co." for 5834 gas so that Egypt would have a
completely free hand on the western coast of the Rad S

The Egyptian fleet in the Red Sea under Jamali Bey stedsof eight ships. This fleet
had stations equipped to receive it and supply its requireratmtg the African coast up to
the furthest point east of the gulf of Aden.

The Italian Landing at Asseb andthe Founding of the Colony of Eritrea

The Egyptians were controlling the western coast ®Rbad Sea when the Italians started
to follow the example of the English and the Frenbbytpurchased Asseb at the end of 1869
from Sultan Ibrahim through the missionary, FathentSab

The activity of the Italians provoked protests from Bgg/ptian governments against them.
The Italian government was entertaining the hope #ftdy the opening of the Suez Canal for
world navigation, it would establish a commercial postlee coast of the bay of Asseb to
help increase Italian trade between East and Westsatiie Red Sea and the Suez Canal.

Sherif Pasha, the Egyptian foreign secretary, irdolrii Martino, the Italian consul, on
May 27", 1870, that the Khedive was extremely hurt and surpriség atalian occupation of
Asseb, and had ordered him to lodge protests againstimiteaggression on the integrity
of Egyptian territory.

Besides the positive desire of Italian capitalists @arsh for new regions in which to
invest their money, security reasons were pushing tdliarl government into searching for
new overseas colonies. The southern provinces lgfdteaccount of the bad clerical rule and
despotism of landowners had become a stamping ground fociagms of bandits and
criminals, which motivated Italian politicians in thexties of the nineteenth century into
trying to seek overseas colonies to utilize them asxda for these criminals.

Italy negotiated with Portugal and then with Denmark &sdgium and others to
purchase some islands in the Atlantic Ocean, the Isdixsean and others, but if it did not
achieve any noteworthy success. It also failed taiolzolonies in North Africa.

So Signior Manchini, the Italian foreign secretamgried to focus his attention on the

western coast of the Red Sea; it was then that ke ima famous statement: "The keys of the
Mediterranean are found in the Red Sea".
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Father Juseppi Sabito talked Signior Raphaeli Rubattine, director of Rubattino
Navigation Company, one of the biggest navigation corsgam Italy at the time, into
establishing a navigation route between Venice angaes of India and China via the Suez
Canal and the Red Sea and establishing a fuel supplynsiatihe Red Sea. The Italian
government approved of charging Father Sabito with thgsiom and sent Admiral Acton to
accompany him in accomplishing his mission.

On November 15th, 186%he missionary Sabito made an agreement with the two
Sheikhs of the 'Ad Ali' tribe, Sultan Hassan Ibn Ahmaa] Sultan Ibrahim Ibn Ahmad, under
the terms of which he bought an area on the westast ©f the Red Sea between Mt. Janja
and Mt. Luma for 15000 Riyals (Maria Theresa) so as toituse a refuge for the ships of
Rubatino company that would provide them with coal.

In March 1870, he made another agreement with Sultan Ahdbli@heim, the viceroy of
the Sultan of Rahita in Asseb, Sheikh Burhan Muhammatiars Hassan Ibn Ahmad, and
Sultan Ibrahim Ahmad by which he got Janja. On tlrel tthay following the signing of this
agreement, that is, on March 13th, 1870, Sabito hoistedtahan flag over this region of the
coast of Asseb. Thus, the Italian flag fluttered fog first time on the western coast of the
Red Sea. Sabito seized the opportunity of his presenésseb to build a small, simple,
wooden house to use it as an office for the Rubatinog2oy.

When Sultan Abu Bakr Ibraheem, the ruler of Zeila', krdwhese agreements made by
the Italian 'Christians' with the Sultan of Asseb,dnotested against this, and he said that this
region was under the Islamic Ottoman government. Htiwas conceived of Turkey as a
state representing all Moslems and did not feel hdstilards it.

The increase of European influence and its permeatiotheofaffairs of the Egyptian
administration entailed the setting up of a kind of "iméional guardianship” over Egypt.
Italy maintained its occupation of the Egyptian cenire®eylul, Barassouli and Ad amid
Egyptian protests and crowned it with the occupation cfdeeva on February 5th 1885.

It was encouraged by Britain which was extremely apnsikie of the Mahdis capturing
the ports of this coast. It saw in Italy's expandisgterritories at the expense of Egyptian
territories on the coast of the Red Sea a catalyshe British attempt to crush the Mahdi
revolution on one hand, and checking the desire of terchrto extend their influence over
East Africa, on the other hand. Contact betweentwte governments was established via
their consuls in Cairo, Signior di Martino and Lord Cesm

The landing of the Italian forces at Massawa lasteziabour hours, from 3 P.m. to 7
p.m. The Italian forces immediately occupied the strat@gisitions on the island, and the
Italian flag was hoisted. General Jini was determitedispose of the Egyptian garrison at
Massawa under the command of Izzat Bey so as to efdiein military occupation of the
region. So, in December 1885, the remains of the Egygaanson were forced to leave
Massawa for Egypt.

On April 10th, 1885, the ship "Esploratori* landed at Arafiihere, Italian soldiers
immediately disembarked into the port and hoisted thantdlhg over "Arafl" castle, inspite
of the protests of the Egyptian Officer Bakhit Othmidog commander of the garrison, who
was expelled along with his garrison on the following.dagnd forces marched towards the
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south of Massawa and occupied, in addition to Arafli, HarkiZula, Madar, Ad, and the
Hawakil islands.

On June 2nd, 1889, the Italian forces under Major de Mayopaet the city of Keren
and hosted the Italian flag over it. On August 3rd, 1889, Mi#goMayo managed to occupy
Asmara and later Kara on August I7th, 1889. He also occudadge part of the provinces
of Serae and Akkele Guazi.

On January 1st, 1890, king Humbert I, king of Italy, issued yalrttalian decree
establishing the Italian colony of Eritrea after ingitthe various provinces on the Red Sea
and the highlands occupied by the Italian Army. Theahagjovernment appointed general
Oreiro as the first governor general of Eritrea.

The sporadic popular resistance, which lasted for fifigams, was quelled with extreme
ruthlessness under a martial law known as the law adifieation and Security”. Italy filled
the jails of Nakhra islands with the leaders of theonal movement most of whom died of
Malaria and malnutrition.

As for the Sudanese ports, Sawaken and Port Sudan, thegder British occupation
with the defeat of the Mahdi.

The attempts made by the fanatical Ethiopian emperon Jd to seize Massawa and
Keren failed after Britain had abandoned its promisthese regions to him in return for his
participation in its colonialist war against MahdismSadan. John was killed at the hands of
the Mahdis at the battle of Matma on the Sudanese tsird@889A.D.
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Chapter VII
The Beja Kingdoms in the Middle Ages
Who are the Beja?

Historically, the Beja are a subdivision of the division of
eastern Hamitic peoples who, more than 4000 years before the
birth of Christ, settled in the region extending from Asswan in the
south of Egypt up to outskirts of the Eritrean plateau and the
plains of Massawa parallel to the coasts of the Red Sea and into
the heart of the Sudan to Atbara parallel to the Nile. The name of
Beja was mentioned in Homer's “Iliad” as they were also mentioned
by the famous historian, Herodotus. The tablets of the ancient
Egyptians, the books of the Romans, and the records of Ezana,
the king of Aksum were not devoid of the mention of the name
Beja. This is due to the wars and treaties that characterized their
relations with their neighbours.

Cush, which the ancient Egyptians gave to the people that
lived south of the Nile, included them. The Hebrews mentioned
it in the Torah as Cush, one of the sons of Ham Ibn Noah. The
Habashite inscriptions mentioned it in the form Cassu. The Cushi-
tes are among the elements which settled Habasha, and they speak
special, non Semitic languages which researchers call Cushitic
languages or Hamitic languages. They are one of the three main
elements that make up the peoples of Habasha. Al Massoudi defines
them in his book, as follows:

“The Beja are a people who settled between the Kalzam
Sea (the Red Sea) and the Nile of Egypt and proliferated into
divisions. They placed a king at their head, and there is gold metal
and emerald in their land. Many Arabs from Rabeea’ Ibn Nizar Ibn
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Chapter VI
The Bdfangdoms in the Middle Ages

Who are the Beja?

Historically, the Beja are a subdivision of the dwsiof eastern Hamitic peoples who,
more than 4000 years before the birth of Christ, settidhe region extending from Asswan
in the south of Egypt up to outskirts of the Eritrean platend the plains of Massawa parallel
to the coasts of the Red Sea and into the heare@uldan to Atbara parallel to the Nile.

The name of Beja was mentioned in Homer's "lliadthey were also mentioned by the
famous historian, Herodotus. The tablets of the ah&gyptians, the books of the Romans,
and the records of Ezana, the king of Aksum were not devbthe mention of the name
Beja. This is due to the wars and treaties that ctenized their relations with their
neighbours.
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Cush, which the ancient Egyptians gave to the people litfet south of the Nile,
included them. The Hebrews mentioned it in the TosaRash, one of the sons of Ham Ibn
Noah. The Habashite inscriptions mentioned it infdren Cassu. The Cushites are among
the elements which settled Habasha, and they spealalspen Semitic languages which
researchers call Cushitic languages or Hamitic languadéey are one of the three main
elements that make up the peoples of Habasha. Al Masdefides them in his book, as
follows:

"The Beja are a people who settled between the Katxan(the Red Sea) and the Nile of
Egypt and proliferated into divisions. They placed a kinghatr head, and there is gold
metal and emerald in their land. Many Arabs from Rabé#én Nizar Ibn Ma'ad lbn Adnan
settled in that land.

They intermarried with the Beja and the Beja weremgfthened with this intermarrying
with Rabeea’, and the latter were augmented with the &gainst enemies and neighbours
from Khahtan and other from Muiz Ibn Nizar who inttetlithose parts. Their leader in our
time, 332 Higri, is Abu Marwan Bishr Ibn Ishaq, who ienfr Rabeia' and who rides at the
head of three thousands from Rabeia’ and its alliésggpt and Yemen and thirty thousand
mounted Beja lancers from the Hadariba, who, alonengrtiee Beja, are Moslems, while the
remaining Beja are pagans worshipping an idol of theirs".

Why did the Beja Waves surge
towards the South?

It is a historical fact that the peoples of Northt&sfsica, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somaliland
and Kenya were formed by the continuous migrationseofHamitic peoples or those Semitic
peoples who followed them. Migration from north to $ocntinued for thousands of years.
This is basically due to the security factor and tlenemic factor.

Old ruins indicate that the Beja tribes used to raidNhe Valley, pillage and loot and
then return with their booty to their desert habitdhe Egyptians used to send detachments to
that desert. Sinfiro was the first Egyptian king to sghaje the Beja tribes in 2720 B.C. He
came back from his incursions with seven thousand &spt¥ men and women and 200000
heads of livestock. For thousands of years the Phathiessly exploited the Beja putting
them to work gold mines each time they managed to subjtigate

The Roman historian Viveskus describes how the Beégr&hinto an alliance with Queen
Zennobia, the famous queen of Palmyra in Syria, agdiadkomans and invaded Egypt until
they approached Suhaj, but the Roman commander, Brucatetetbem and captured a
great many of them. Wars went on indecisively betwtee Romans and the Beja until the
Arabs conquered Egypt in the seventh century A.D.

The Beja entered into an alliance with the Romangsigdne Arabs. Their king,
Masmasuh sent fifty thousand soldiers who fought the sAfialcely. But this southern Beja
aid was not a vital factor in deciding the outcome eflihttle; Amr Ibn Al-Ass managed to
defeat the allied army on account of the reinforcemsent him by the Caliph Omar Ibn Al-
Khattab, and with that he accomplished the occupati&iggpt.
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The Nubian Christian kingdom had entered this alliawbah is why relations were not
good between the Arab state of Egypt and the kingdoms aéMuld Beja. These relations
were characterized by wars and raids, which led togespirmass migrations of pastoral
tribes southward. These tribes overran the citidbeoRed Sea coasts, most important among
which was Adulis, and finally settled on the Eritreaat@hu and Habasha (Abysinnia) where
they were assimilated into the Semitic cultural frameu

The Beja Kingdoms in Eritrea

In his discussions of the Beja invasion of Eritreatigh historian Ullendorff says in
"The Ethiopians”, P. 59: "In the eighth century A.De Beja tribes invaded Barakah Valley
and the slopes of the Eritrean plateau. They subjugatexiqgidahe province of Hamasein and
the coastal plains at a time when the kingdom of Aksuwhdescended to its nadir. The
graves of Beja tribes have been found in the hedhteoEritrean plateau, which shows deep
penetration. The Beja managed to occupy the coate &ted Sea and settled in Massawa
about 750 A.D. "

The Arab historian, Al Yaa'coubi, describes condibdthe regions overrun by the Beja
by saying: 'lIt seems that there were many kingdoniseimegions controlled by the Beja
between the Nile and the Red Sea, each with its omg. ki

Al Yaa'coubi mentions the names of places which waltestanding, which proves the
wideness of Beja influence. We learn from the Argbohian, Al Massoudi that the Beja
used to mine gold from sites close to Massawa.

The Beja control over the Eritrean highlands only keeed after the migration of the
Agau tribes from Lasta in the heart of the Ethiopiaatgalu, and after the rule of Habasha
had passed from the Zague dynasty to the Solomonid dynd&y0 A.D., when the Belin
tribes managed to impose their hegemony over the pamsefly controlled by the Beja
tribes on the Eritrean plateau”.

When Ibn Hawkal visited the lands of the Beja a thodis@ars ago, he found it divided
into five kingdoms each with its own borders and authoriThree of these kingdoms lay
within the present Eritrean borders, and two withé Sudanese borders. The three were:

i) the kingdom of Baklein, which lay between the depoessf Baraka and the coast of
the Red Sea adjacent to the kingdom of Jarein;

2) the kingdom of Jarein on the southern coast up to Mta RBakla) near Nakfa, the
capital of the coast province, and

3) the kingdom of Kita which extends from Nakfa up to SanflWassawa).

As for the other two kingdoms, the kingdoms of Nakes anzeiBathey extended
beyond Asswan southward to outskirts of the Eritrean daugs, though the region did not
know the partitions of the present borders which weeeted at the end of the nineteenth
century by the colonialist European powers.

Al Yaa'coubi mentioned around 8&1D. that the biggest city in the Beja kingdoms was
called Hagar. These kingdoms consisted of tribes and ssibdwiof these tribes as it was
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with the Arabs; of these are the Hadareb, the HubbAmrar Mansa' etc.... In that land there
was gold, jewels and emerald. They were Moslems wirkedoin prospecting.

Al Ya'acoubi proceeded to say, "The second kingdothanland of the Beja is called
Baklein, which includes many cities. Their religionsimilar to that of the Magi. They call
God almighty (The Highest Zabheer) and they call thd dujaj Haraka). They pluck their
beards and practice circumcision and their country isowit rain.

The fourth kingdom is called Jarein and is ruled Wgrenidable king, whose kingdom
extends between a place called Badei, which on tha obdake greater sea up to Baraka in
the kingdom of Baklein and a place Al Dajaj. These peepleact their incisors. The fifth
kingdom is Kita'a or Kita extending from Badei to Feicon"

In the same book, Al Yaa'coubi says that Hagéichwis a twenty five days' march away
from the town of Alagi, is the Capital of the Bejaddaeb. Al Ya'acoubi adds that it was a
post frequented by Moslem merchants. Al Makrizi stated Hager is the residence of the
Beja leader, and it is situated furthermost in the astafrthe Beja.

The Italian historian, Count di Rossini, attempted $eoagiate Hager with Abai Najran.
The Swiss explorer, Munzinger, says that it lies ¢itulde 16, 37 North. If we compare what
was said about this city in different sources, we fmtl that this is the city of Um Hager,
which is situated on the river Sitit in Eritrea. idtalso noted that on the far end of the
Northern plateau of Rura Habab there is a place whitdday called Hagar.

What Ibn Hawkal mentioned about the Beja provicae be summed up in that cotton,
wool and different kinds of livestock merchants used toecthere on their way to the Nile or
the Red Sea. He also described Kaa'lib and Barakayvdde indicated the presence of
animals such as elephants, giraffes, rhinoceros amd wild elephants.

He stated that the waters of the Nile flowedhi land of 'Dakkan’ where corn and wheat
were planted. The Baraka rift was inhabited by maiwedrsuch as Bazein and Barey. He
explained that Djin was a series of connected villagesthe middle of the valley there was
Taflein, which also consisted of desert villages ruledrdy a Moslem Arabic speaking king
who was vassal of the ruler of the Christian 'Alw@. 94 first para)

This survey of the works of Al Yaa'coubi (end lod inineteenth century), lbn Hawkal (end
of the tenth century) and Al Dimashki (in the thirtderentury A.D.) reveals to us that
though Ibn Hawkal presented detailed information of valne aignificance, all three
concurred in that the word 'Medinah' (city actually needfamlaka’ (Kingdom).

The kingdom of Baklein, mentioned by Al Yaacoubitlas second kingdom, is actually
the city of Taficin mentioned by the Damascene lawkal. It is probable that this mistake
which changed the /t/ into a /b/ and the /f/ into adalue to an error of transcription.

It is noteworthy that Ibn Hawkal explained thiag tand of Djin, which is presently known
as the depression of Al Gash, consisted of a seriesrafected villages and was a land of
agriculture and livestock. He stated that in the middignefvalley, that is, the side which lay
between Djin river and the depression of Baraka, wa<itly of Taflein which also consisted
of villages, only in these were desert villages. Heea that they had a Moslem king and that
there were many Moslems in region.
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This means that the region also included the lsidjin and its inhabitants who worked
in agriculture, which shows that their life was set@dad related to the land. As for the second
part, it was inhabited by pastoral communities thagdin the desert; their animals were
camels and cattle. The Djin basin communities raisetbughbreds.

It is necessary that we mention that the regieeds wide research, especially since this
province was exposed to internal wars, tribal invasiohgroups which came from Habasha,
the north and the Arabian Peninsula across the RethbSba African coast, on which lies the
region under study.

The Treaty of the Beja Leader
with the Islamic State

The Beja kingdoms did not unite into a centralized kingdomtdubke pastoral nature of
the Beja, but the tribal bond was not completely sslierThis is attested to by the pledge
made by the Beja leader, Maknoun lbn Abdul Aziz, in tame of all the Beja, defining their
lands from Asswan to Massawa, the zone on which kivejdoms stood.

Arabic historical narratives relate that when thegaBattack intensified on the countryside
of Egypt in the early third century (Higri), the 'Walf Asswan reported the matter to the
prince of faithful, Al Mamum Ilbn Haroun Al Rashid. Thedter ordered Abdullah Ibn Al
Jahm in 216Higri' (831 A.D.) to fight them. The wars went on inclusively until they
made a truce and the second treaty with the Arab wasdra. Here is its text:

"This is the address of Abdulla Ibn Al Jahm, the vas$dhe prince of the Faithful, to
Maknoun lbn Abdul Aziz, the leader of the Beja in AsswaWe have agreed on what you
offered me and the conditions in my address. That tha pf your land and its mountain
from the border of Asswan in the land of Egypt, to bloeder between Dahlak and Bade
(Massawa) be the property of Mamoun Abdullah ibn HarouR#&sheed, the Prince of the
Faithful, may God give him greatness.

And that you and all the people of your land be his s|dugisyou will remain as you are,
king of the Beja, provided you pay him tribute every rélae, same as your Beja forerunners
did, which will be a hundred camels and three hundred daraishis is up to the Prince of
the Faithful

96-97 missing

to the Arkouit region in the east of Sudan.

The mountains of Hager are inhabited by Bert Awad Bamer, at it was there that the
Bani Muala tribe sought refuge when it was discomfitedheyattacks of the sons of Hasri,
who overcame Bani Muala in these mountains and destrélyeir power. The Beja,
according to established norm, used to take half the prdouoethose Arabs who worked in
metals. Of this they paid four hundred 'mithkals' of unpssed gold dust.

Resumption of the War Between the
Beja and the Abbasid State
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In the history of Al Tabari, it is stated that thej&left their country for the land of gold
and jewels. There, they killed many Moslems who usedoid in gold and gemmining and
captured many of their women and children. They annalitiag the precious metals in their
country were theirs and they would not allow Moslems their country. This astonished all
those Moslems who worked in the precious metal industryhey left for fear of their lives.

Thus, the Sultan was deprived of his fifth of the gold silvér produce. The Abbasid
Caliph, Al Mutawakkel, decided to fight the Beja, so he apedi one of his men,
Mohammad Ibn Abdullah Al Kummi (from the Persian cifyd Khum) over the mining
region in that land.

He wrote Anbasa Ibn Ishaq Alinbi, the commander sfidmices in Egypt ordering him to
give Al Kummi all the soldiers he needed. Anbasa martbehe land of the Beja and he
was joined by all the people who worked in the preciousis@dustry and numerous
volunteers. Altogether he had twenty thousand menvafiiggand infantry. Then he sent via
the Kalzam Sea (The Red Sea) seven ships laden euith) dil, dates, corn and barley and
ordered the captains of the ships to meet him on thst @@ the land of the Beja.

Al Kummi marched on till he passed the gold mine regide.was met by the king of
the Beja, ‘Ali Baba’ or ‘Albab’ and his son. ‘Feyas the head of a great army. The fighting
went on for several days in the form of skirmish&se Beja king kept the fighting on a small
scale so that the war would linger and consume the énenayisions and fodder until they
would starve enabling the Beja to capture them.

The provisions were exhausted, but the ships had arive@at called Sanja, probably
between Sawaken and Massawa. The war went on insoret) until the men under Al
Kummi thought of attaching bells and chains to theisésrnecks and attacked the camels
which were terrified by the din. They fled with thagters into the mountain and the valleys
until nightfall. This at the beginning of year 241 (Higri)

A few days later, the king's delegate came asking farcgt Al Kummi, who had won
the king's crown, vouched him safety and gave him baclatigdewhich he had occupied,
provided he pay the tribute arrears. Al Kummi, accomplamyeKing Ali Baba, who
appointed his son, Feyas, regent in his absence, rdttaribe Caliph Al Mutawakkel in the
city of 'Sirra Man Ra'a’ in Iraqg.

Al Mutawakkel bestowed on him silken robes, recognizeddnisplete control on the
road between Egypt and Mecca and appointed Sa'ad Al Atiskis aepresentative in their
land. He also put a black turban (the emblem of theagids) on Ali Baba's head instead of
the crown. Ali Baba was accompanied on his journesgwenty Beja youths armed with
pikes and dressed in the costume which represented BegdrghiThey became the center of
general attention as they stood before the Calipree@alAli Baba returned still adhering to
his religion; he carried with him an idol in the likeseof a boy to which he prayed.

It is known that the Beja adhered to their paganstihlater ages - they resisted
Christianity while their neighbours in the kingdoms afldé, Meroe and Habasha embraced
it. They resisted Islam until they embraced it throsgberal centuries and in a slow process
that lasted until the early fifteenth century A. D.
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The Demoninance of the Balu Tribe
Among the Beja

King Ali Baba belonged to the Bali tribe, which wadlethin Beja language (Baluib) and
in Tigre (Balu). This tribe dominated the Beja for and time. It was mentioned
synonymously with the Beja in some old books and maps.

The Balu tribe claim an Abbasid origin, but Al Kalkastliasays in "Subh Al Aa'sha" that
the Balia tribe were the descendants of Bali lon AfiHbn Quda 'Ibn Himyar. Quda' had
been a king of Shahar land in Yemen and his people adleel Baluie.

Georgy Zeidan says that Bali and Juheina were the megtet of the Quda branches,
and that they crossed the Red Sea and settled betvee&gyhtian countryside and Habasha
where they propagated. When their reign was displacetebishari, Amarar, Hudondoa,
Abani Amer tribes, they established a kingdom in Massaw the coast of Eritrea in 965
Higri (1 557 A.D.).

Ibn Khaldoun says: "They crossed to the western cohshe Red Sea, and spread
between the Egyptian countryside and Habasha and domitfeedther nations. They
overwhelmed Nubia, undermined their unity and abolishetl thign. The fought Habash
(Abassinia) and defeated it and they also harassedgyeti&ns”. Actually, a great number
of the inhabitants of the Eritrean highlands and thbédsha (Abyssinia) plateau claim kinship
with the 'Balu Kalu-Talu" tribes.

Probably, the last two names are those of two skmahches of the Balu tribes.
According to local tradition, these were brother sibé.ocal sources say that it was the Balu
tribes which led the Beja advance on the Ethiopiarealatn the eighth century A.D.. Mr.
Mouhammad Saleh Darar says in "The History of Sudaine-Red Sea - The Beja Province"
that the Balu tribes were the first to bring Aralpitoi Africa.

When their linguistic Arabism was lost with tlpassage of time, they adopted Beja
language. Shucair Beyk says in his history: "If you wanask a Beja about his knowledge of
Arabic, you should relate it to Bali and say: '/balektin/' which means 'Do you know the
language of Bali' meaning the Arabic language.

Bishr Ibn Marwan lbn Ishaq of the Balu tribe, whosatimer was from Rabeia, was one of
a number of Beja princes and kings who where famousimitidle ages. The princes of this
house extended their influence over the Beja tribes tipetdoundaries of Egypt and Habasha
(Abyssinia), though they were formally appointed by Egygthe Prince of the Beja was
surnamed the 'Hadaribite', which is the other naméhefBalu. Letters sent him by the
Sultanic Cabinets were addressed until the early nimiteeentury as follows: "The
Hadaribite Princely High Council".

Al Kalkashandi said in "Subh Al A'asha" that Prince &ailbn Malek was the ruler of
the Beja in the reign of Al Nasser Kalawun in Egyptd @mat he was a great prince ruling
over numerous people, that he was of royal influenceused to invade Habasha and the
peoples of the Sudan.

The origin of Djin Kingdom and its borders
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The western coast of Eritrea was known as Djin pamgnin the middle ages. This
province included the Zhaheir region on the coast oRbe& Sea and Al Gash basin. We do
not know the origin of this name for certain. Sorstdnians believe that it was the name of
groups of people which inhabited the valley of this rivke proof of which is that the groups
which migrated from it southward kept this name in itgjioal form in Mali and Nigeria.
Others say that it is the word used to designate thre sio which the vessel was placed to
cook food. Still others say that it is derived fronaggan' which means 'hill' in the old
Cushitic language.

The last probability should not be ruled out, sitlés word is still used to describe the
village of ‘Harkiko’ near Massawa in a somewhat corrdpi@m, 'Daggan’. Local tradition
attributes it to the Saho language, one ofldmguages belonging to the Cushitic (Hamitic)
family, as the Addah tribe, a branch of the Hamitloets which controlled the Eritrean coastal
area in the Middle Ages after the historical Beyaeep over the plains of Eritrea and the
plateau of Habasha in 750 A.D.

This name is seen as /Dakkan/ in king Ezana's insergptwmith 'k' instead of a 'G'.
These inscriptions, written by the king around the middléhe fourth century A.D. before
embracing Christianity, say, according to Litman's\dfation,: King Ezana has sent three
armies, one owhich is the Daggan' army, to fight Saran, king of Afaieapunishhim for
attacking a trade caravan, killing its men and lootingg@sds". According to the Aksumite
inscription, Daggan should be a kingdom neighbouring Aksum @ @inthe Eritrean
provinces, which had entered into an alliance with King of Aksum against a common
enemy.

It established cities and promoted building in Al Gashnbathe upper part of the river
was known as 'Ma'reb' at its source in the Tigre platewl the southern Eritrean highlands,
an indication of the historic relation between tlkgion and its originalyemitic people,
who had migrated from Yemen as the name goes back t@mllbg of Mareb and its famous
dam. Its lower part was known as 'Djin' river. Thtet part is presently called Al Gash
basin. The waters of the river are seasonal f@etmonths annually when the waters reach
the town of Kasla in the Sudan in July.

The region was dominated by the leadership of AhKavhich started in the south at the
entry of Setit river including a large part of easterd western Eritrea. Because of the lack of
original sources, it is not easy to form a clear pewirthe eastern and western borders. The
fact which we can deduce from the course of eventgeimdgion in the Islamic age is that it
was exposed to continuous raids on account of the &ihance which pushed the tribes
from Habasha (Abyssinia) afttitrea towards the basin of the middle Nile Valleyalkbe
detailed later.

The province included two different zones; the firsiuded Djin Valley, and the other
included a semi-desert zone in the east extending fremivér basin to the coast of the Red
Sea, which was used for grazing during the rainy seasastlae case now.

It is clear that the human and natural environmentthif basis has gone through
consecutive developments, some of which are very eimatime such as the movements of
the crust of the earth and the climatic changes tlahecupon the heels of these
developments. It is believed that this river washe telatively recent past one of the
tributaries of the river of Atbara; the link betwedrem was severed because the waters of
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this river flow in a certain season each year, twlekposed the course that connected them to
the process of sedimentation caused by seasonal winds.

The human environment of this zone also sufferedgdsan The aboriginal inhabitants
of AlGash basin were Nilotic races which had settlee region more than five thousand
years before. With the coming of the nomadic Bdja, Nlilotic inhabitants were pushed into
the less fertile mountains, while the former comgblthe plains and settled them. 1t is
probable that the current Barya and Baza tribes &atedeby kinship to these ancient peoples.
The tablet of Ezana, king of Aksum, in the fourth cent&rp., which was found by the
archeologist Anoltam, mentions the Barya, the BegaHlasa and Makarto among the peoples
who arose to defend the kingdom against the aggressibe diubian kingdom.

Ezana also mentions that after his victorynhede the seat of his kingdom opposite
'‘Alhager’ city at the junction of the Tekzi and Sirngers. Historians are inclined to believe
that it is the same Eritrean city of ‘Um Hager’ whilies on the river Sitit which shows that
civilization was very old in the region.

By going back to what Ibn Hawkal wrote about Djin and parmg it with what was said
in 'Al Ya'acoub"s book, we find that Ion Hawkal supportetbtaof what was said by Al
Ya'acoubi, As for differences, Ibn Hawkal mentionedl'@ia’ instead of 'Baklein’, which has
near the Barakah depression basin. It also seem®jihabasin described meticulously by
Ibn Hawkal, was considered by Al Ya'acoubi to be parBakiein' or 'Taflein'. Ion Hawkal
did not refer to the kingdoms of Jarein, Kita' and Netdisseems that most or all of these
kingdoms did not survive long, disappeared or were assimilatedmore powerful tribal
groups.

It is clear from what is mentioned by Ibn Hawkal tiigin or Dign and Taflein were
actually two zones in one region under a Moslem king was a vassal of the Christian king
of Alwa in the Sudan. It is also clear that theseesp the zone of Djin, for agriculture and
horse breeding, and Taflein, for grazing during the radinfahis reveals the social divisions;
the people of Djin were occupied with agriculture, and thebke lived in Taflein were
occupied with sheepherding in the rainy season.

This shows that leadership was in the hands of thetdaseple in view of their military
superiority and their use of horses while the peoplejiof iasin were on the level of vassals.
These social divisions were later adopted by the BamerAtribe, but the vassal system was
onits way to extinction. The people of the lower provinéebpn basin were known as the
Matateans, according to Plinny.

It is worth mention that the Djin basin region, ety Al Gash includes historical and
linguistic features which have not been studied yet. b&hly some of them indicate an
extension of the Meroe civilisation, as Dr. Naonmu&ir points out. As for the system of
government, Ibn Hawkal shows that the ruling house im Iisin developed into a hereditary
sultanate, and this dynasty was able to adjust to thesemf events. In one age we find it of
vast influence and domain, and in another we find itdimsdoned the field under pressure
too strong to be coped with. (P. 105)

What Was Stated in “The Picture ohe Earth"
by Ibn Hawkal About the Kingdoms of the Dy Basin.
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After Al Kummi's invasion, ordered by the Caliph Al Mutlkel, the power of the Al
Alaki kingdom weakened and their migrations headed southwattetBaraka Valley. In his
book, "The Picture of the Earth, Ibn Hwakal says:r{stg P- 50): "After the year 245 (Higri),
the bordens of the Beja with Islam were clearly @efin Their land is between the Nile and
the sea. Merchants trading in wool, cotton, slamelscamels reach them.

The furthest point they can reach in their land anchiwitwvhich they can conduct
business is the vicinity of 'Ta'aleeb’. It is a plachich has water in valleys near a mountain
known as Malaheeb, and its biggest valley is 'BarakayalBetween 'Ta'aleeb' and Baraka
there are woods in which the circumference of a pessibly reaches 40 - 50 forty to fifty
arm-lengths.

In the clearings between these trees live elephgmaifes, lions, rhinoceros, tigers,
leopards and other animals, moving about freely in thgl¢ and avaiting themselves of its
water. Bordering on the eastern slopes of Malaheeb vslley known as Siwat which
abounds in water, trees and Zebras.

In the vicinity of Baraka are the Kedim tribal famdi known to the Beja as Bajat.
Beyond the sea coast there are many tribal famiiethe plain and the mountain. The
Nubians and those of the Beja who are associatedtigth had occupied the valleys of this
mountain which lay between the salty sea and Diggicofauption of Djin as we illustrated
above). This is a land of agriculture to which flows tvater of the Nilé€l), and where corn
and' millet are planted.

(I) The Nile is used here to mean the river of Al as

There are many tribes in the Baraka rift kn@asnBazein and Baryd). They are many
nations who fight hands, poisoned arrows and pikes. AnBagya customs are the
extraction of incisors and the piercing of ears. Thayin mountains and valleys and raise
cattle and sheep and cultivate the land. The lands undeddminion of Islam between
Baraka Valley and its mountain known as 'Malaheeb'Cakb, Anborit, the mountains of
Drurit, with plentiful water and thriving towns.

Of the Beja tribes, Livanihah is outside thastess and can not be counted because of their
penetration into the heart of the desert. Barakaloge to Bade' (currently Massawa) and the
name Bade' with a light /d/ is an old Beja name. Thmd$ of Marahel are inhabited by the
Qasa' tribal families, the greatest and the richéshe Beja tribal families. Beneath these are
the Matites who are spread over Dahra, Sitrab, GurklnBt up to the mountain known as
Mismar.

Next to Sawaken are tribal families known as Rakbat g8)l Hendiba, who are
Hadaribites and their leader is Ishaq Ibn Bisher, thief ©f Al Alaki, and some are under
Kouk, the uncle of Abil Kassam Hussein Ibn Ali Ibn Bish Ishaq and Kouk are the leaders
of all the Hadaribites.

() These tribes still exist in the same region angelthe same names. Also the Barakah depression ierwest

Eritrea still bears the same name
(2) This tribe still exists and is spread in northerd esestern Eritrea.

The Hadaribite tribal families are Al Irlika, Al Suttvea, Al Hutma, Al Ankira, Al
Negrerwa, Al Gintika and Al Wakhika. Each family is ded into a hundred subdivisions
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and each subdivision has one or two chiefs. All ekéhare nomads who do not have a city.
In winter, they inhabit the coasts. In summer, tihégbit valleys with water and pastures.

In autumn, they live close to the Nile , leavihgir land and heading westward to lands of
few trees, plentiful water and plants. Their diet isatnend especially 'Laban’. The poor
among them eat meat of animals such as deer, ostiactiezebras and they are nominally
Moslems.

The rich among them abstain from eating gamem fmaingling with those who do, and
from using the vessels of those who approve of it anctipeait, so that they won’'t milk into
them or drink out of them. Their language is common antba Beja and all of it is foreign.
Some of them have a language of their own".

THE REVERSE MIGRATIONS FROM
DJIN BASIN TO THE SUDAN

The Expansion of the Djin Kingdom
into Walkite Province in Habasha

Alvarez in the sixteenth century A.D. and Paezhe seventeenth century A.D. relate
almost identical narratives. Paez said that he haddhttom an European monk that the
Moslem inhabitants of Djin kingdom have a dark complexamd mentioned that they were
not vassals of Habasha, but have friendly relatiatis itv He added that the Djin people used
to sell horses to Al Habasha. These horses, whi&te thoroughbreds, were raised in the
Djin basin.

Geovani Ayapero wrote in his diary, as quoted @ ftialian historian, Rossini, the
following: "common narratives agree to that the Badtesruled 'Mazja' and a part of Walkite
province in Northern Habasha for a period of time,th#ter king Baeda Meryam, lasted for
about a century. In the Waikite narratives we find aeque beauty, charm and wealth. She
was an invincible warrior and her name was 'Ja'wa™.

This is a historical character about whom wageha lot of information and documents
relevant to her age. Some of these documents aréenviih Habashite, Arabic, and
Portuguese. Suffices to say that she was the sisteultsin Mukther and became regent on
the throne after his death and the succession obhidsikhter junior.

Arab Fahih, in his book, “The conquest of Habgsétates that Imam Ahmed Ibn Ibrahim,
surnamed the ‘Gran’ or the conqueror, pushed the negus ntéree the province of Mazja
and Walkite. Sultan Mukther sent a message to the Imamhich he said: "Help me before
the infidels kill me". The Imam marched on the dayéeeived the message to the land of
Sultan Mukther, where the infidels had laid siege and hahtéef the followers of Mukther.

Then he proceeded after the Negus accompanied araslukther's nephew, with
twenty riders to show the Imam and his army the wHytee days later, Sultan Mukther died.
His sister, Jawa, concealed his death from the selflierthree days, and sent a message to
the Imam informing him of what had happened. Her mgssereached the Imam while he
was encamped beneath a mountain at a time of rese Iniam beat the gongs, so the
Moslems gathered and he informed them of the messagédtan SViukther's son, Nafe,
succeeded on the throne. As he was only a childuhis dawa, had been appointed regent in
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her brother's lifetime. The Imam told Hassan Ibwaléo go back to Mazja to be with his
mother and her nephews. So he bade him farewell &uncheel home.

These were the circumstances in which Iman Ahmad hedraith his army in pursuit of
the negus, and in which Sultan Mukther died in 1540 A.D.. Wais also the year in which
the Al Fung house transferred its seat of power fromuldam its new capital, the city of
Sehar, which had been chosen before that final nemvaccount of its important strategic
position on the caravan routes and river navigation.

It is noteworthy that Sultan Mukther had closatiehs with the middle Nile basin as he
had many Nubians serving in his army.

Reverse Migrations

Migrations and reverse migrations of surging humarvewacoming from various
directions have been a condition which has markedatieedf Eritrea throughout the ages.

The dominant direction was the north from which waweésBeja surged whenever
pressure was brought to bear on it by Egypt's rulersrgtavith the Pharohs, then the Greeks,
the Romans and lastly the Arabs, or from the eash the Arabian Peninsula across the Red
Sea.

But the migration which concerns us here is the mignatiom the Djin basin, i.e. the
western zone of Eritrea, to the east of the Sudawhat we conventionally call reverse
migration as the migration of the Beja usually took plaoen North to South and not the
reverse.

This migration started at the time when the Zague dymasiabasha, which had kept on
good terms with the Arab in general and the Moslemparticular, was displaced by the
Solomonid dynasty, which was known for its hostilipwards the Arabs and the Islamic
kingdoms in Habasha since these were supporters of thee Ziynasty, about the middle of
the thirteenth century.

The Djin basin, which was controlled by mixed AraljaBeibes under the leadership of
the Balu, was subjected by the new dynasty in HabakbBaSolomonid dynasty, to military
pressures and raids that aimed at looting and pillaging. rédt of this was the migration of
sizable groups from the Djin basin in western Eritteathe Blue Nile basin, then the
spreading of these groups to other places in West Africa.

Some of these migrants from the Djin basin settietthhé provinces of Mali in the region
east of the Niger river-bend east of the town of@&ijara. This name was corrupted in
Nigeria into Jicon; however these people transplanted/ matheir customs and traditions to
the remote regions of West Africa.

Some historians are inclined to believe that Bjin migration to the east ante-ceded the
thirteenth century. It is also believed that they telden a migration route before that, and
that advanced across the Savana to Chad and fromtthéfiger river province. Some of
them had settled the basin of the Alikius River siteedarly eleventh century A.D.
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It would not be peculiar to hear about migratiohglwcame out of eastern Sudan and the
Djin basin and headed westward during the turbulent periochvwhe land of the kingdom of
Meroe experienced in the third and fourth centuries AHX turbulence ended with the
overthrow of the ruling dynasty in the third century &ne ruin of the kingdom in the fourth
century after the invasion led by Ezana, king of Aksutn.1(0)

The Ethiopian Raids and the
Incorporation of Djin into
the Al Taka Province

However the Djin region, which comprises most ofgthesent Eritrea, was in most
periods of history exposed to invasions and conflictirgyaiions, especially from the rulers
of Habasha, the kingdoms of Egypt or the Sudan. Thentpatd pillaging raids by the rulers
of Ethiopia of the Djin basin continued for the lasten centuries.

Guzmatch Widbi, who was the ruler of the Tigrai progiand maintained relations with
France and Britain, was famous for launching large-seads on the Djin basin region. He
made a large scale attack on the region of Bukus (Keneh\BHabab in 1844, overran the
regions of Barya and Baza in Al Kash basin, and retuwith numerous spoils and hundreds
of captives whom he enslaved.

The inhabitants of the Djin basin had no alterndbuwreto appeal to the Khedieval
government, which they had formerly resisted wheraupied Kassala in the Sudan, for aid.
The government mobilized great forces to fight Widbigdefd him and forced him back into
his mountainous kingdom. Then it incorporated the Djgirbeegion into the Taka province
in the Sudan.

Languages and Religions in theilbBasin Region

During the Middle Ages (from the seventh centutyhé fiteenth century A.D.) Beja
language was the dominant language in the Beja kingdomgrnesEaind the Sudan. Naom
Bashir, quoting from Lipsius, says that the Beja langustfeei language of the old Meroe
kingdom. The German Dr. Hess, who resided in Egypt to shediubian language,
confirms this statement. He says that the Beguage is the old Meroe language which is
borne out by the fact that its words for such thingwat®r, fire and earth are similar to such
words in the history of Meroe.

The Balu tribes attempted to preserve their Arabic lagg@anong the Beja majority, but
the features of their Arabic were suppressed and thelunty left of it was its attribution to
them in 'Baluiba’ which means Arabic.

The Beja is an unwritten language, but it is a languageabpoetry and it is interested
in culture. Sometimes a poem reaches seventy vef$esmost wonderful of all its poetry is
the poetic competition which took place between two prein the Al Ujeilat and the Beit
Muala Hamasein tribes when they competed for theddeebeautiful girl. The first praised
her left side beginning with the sole of her left faotd ending with the left tress of her hair.
The Hamaseinean responded by beginning with her rightafwbending with the right tress
of her hair. They were like two racehorses and nest@ach other in choosing beautiful
descriptions.
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The Arabic language remained the language of culture amesg ffeople till the present
day, and they use it in correspondance and in recordedrmdthe Beja language or the
Hadaribite has shrunk within narrow limits and is ardgd by part of the Bani Amer tribe in
the lower Baraka region close to the Sudan. It has teg#aced by Tigre, which is also
unwritten, of Semitic origin and similar to Tigrinyahieh is dominant in the Eritrean
highlands and written in old Habashite letters of Hintigaorigin.

Most of the inhabitants of the western, northerth @astern regions of Eritrea speak
Tigre. This is due to the cultural superiority of Semdinguages to Cushitic (Hamitic)
languages, including the Beja language.

The Barya and Baza tribes have preserved until the rgréseir African dialects, which
resemble the dialects of some of the tribes of sontBedan, the original homeland of these
tribes.

The Beja were pagans. The Romans recognized theitspaed their temples in the
treaty which the former made with the Roman vicescbin Egypt in 284 A.D. The Beja
tribes kept their paganism and did not give it up as the Emgt@nd the Romans, who
renounced idolatry in submission to the will of Empejostinian in 556 A.D., who resorted
to repression and cruelty. The Egyptians were terrtigchim into giving up their pagan
religions.

While the Beja, toughened by their hard pastoral lifeither heeded his calls nor
submitted to his threats, and adhered to their pagar@mistianity spread among them only
within narrow limits, and Islam spread very slowly amgothem until it enveloped them.
Many pagan practices survived among the Beja peoples suabststion from fighting on
Tuesdays, belief in priests and magic.

The Beja kingdoms in Eritrea were Islamic during the Middliges, though there were
Christian and Pagan minorities. For instance, theydBand Baza tribes were only converted
to Islam after the middle of the nineteenth centurytret hands of Sayyed Mohammad
Othman Merghani the founder of the Khitmi rite, whod heome from Higaz via Egypt.
These tribes had been pagan before him.

He also spread Islam among the Belin, Al Maria, Alldeitk on the Golan highlands.
Merghani also converted the Add Sheikh tribe and Chmidtides in the north such as Al
Miraym (the gift of Miryam), Ad Hibbits (the gift ofesus) and Ad Tiklis (the plant of Jesus).
Islam was also embraced by the great majority of Mamsa tribes in the early twentieth
century. They had professed Christianity till aboutrtiddle of nineteenth century.

The traditional weapon of the Beja were seven lamee<alled because the blade was
three arm-lengths long and the shaft four arm-lengthieir shields were made of buffalo
hide and, in the case of Dahlaki spears (related toakasliand), of the skin of sea animals.
Their bows were Arab bows made of Cedar wood. Widsdhbows they shot poisoned
arrows. As for swords, the use of which was widespresplecially among Bani Amer and
Al Habab, they did not appear in the hands of the Bejhafter the Crusades in 1182.

Arab Immigrations to the Land of the Bja:
Reasons and Consequences:
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The Arabs have tended since ancient times to immidoatbe coasts of Eastern Africa
and to trade with them. We can divide this Africanstdeom the point of view of local
environment into four main zones which are:

First, the region situated between Eithab in the Sudahthe Bab el Mendeb strait,
which includes all the Eritrean coast. Second, thé @uhden zone, which was also known
as Zeila Gulf. Third, the coast of Somaliland, whiegéis known as the Banader coast or Al
Ajam land. Fourth, the coast of Negro land or the ttof#zania which ends in the south in
Souvala, in current Mozambique.

It is known that these regions, large as they weree wpen to the passage of caravans
and the migration from the south of Egypt to the bordérkenya. Moreover, Arab ships
linked them to the remote part of Africa. Al ShatarsByli Abdul Jalil in his work “The
History and Civilization of Eastern and Central Sudaxcepts Habasha from this opening up
and says; “ All these regions (he means North Eastafwere open to the passage of traffic
except Habasha whose 'negi' controlled a region simgtdétom south of lake Tana to the
borders of Eritrea.

This kingdom the borders of which were not clear orngeffithen included the coastal
region (Eritrea). Its counterpart in the areas linkingith the middle basin of the Nile Valley
(northern and eastern Sudan) was a number of localré®oe and chiefdoms of inhabitants
who differed from area to another. They were alséerdint in their social and economic
systems. The peculiar position of each group was infeceho a certain extent by the piece
of land it inhabited".

If we go back to developments in the economic lifehe Mediterranean basin and its
western coasts, we find that these developments dtargevery early age. This is borne out
by the fact that Babylonian sources that date bacdnost 2700 B.C. point to the trade of
incense, spices and other raw materials with the ddridunt’ which included, among others,
the stretch between Eithab and the Banader land (tica@ horn).

These sources mentioned that it was a thriving tradehvdrought these goods to the
land of the Arabian Gulf and the southern Peninsula. rebher, the Egyptian Queen
Hatshepsut (1503 - 1482 B.C.) built a commercial fleet anedswiith it to the land of 'Punt’
to bring incense, spices and other goods. What intrigmesin the inscriptions left by
Hatshepsut is that they indicate that the land of 'Padt'not been known before.

Historians are inclined to believe that trade hadnbeenducted before that time by
means of middle men who were probably those Beja wled ts cross the desert on their
camels. Silver says that Queen Hatshepsut took Hue taway from those middle men and
put it in the hands of the state which could afford tasghips to the African horn.

Hiram, the king of Tyre, sent his ships to the landPaint' to bring him gold and spices
as Solomon the Wise did. If the remote maritime omstisought this land in search of
fortunes, it was only befitting of the inhabitantstbé Arabian Peninsula that they enter the
melee of immigration and commerce, since it had beeorgl nature to them to adventure
since the time when the civilisation of Saba, Maaet Himyar was prosperous, a fact proven
by history.
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Arab migrations had followed one upon the other sincéiquaty towards the
neighbouring African coasts. Mixed peoples were formed essult of these migrations, as
we will detalil letter.

The region we are discussing now stretches from thé sdutsswan to the Mersa Bade,
including the ports of Eithab, Sawaken, Mersa Arus andraiich Red Sea inlets through
which the Arab migrations entered.

As we pointed out elsewhere, groups of Arabs came tdatite of Beja in the sixth
century A.D., i.e. before the emergence of Islam.eséhgroups included clans from Bani
Himyar known as the Bali or Balu tribdt is believed that these Beja tribes, amid which the
Balu tribes settled were in a state of chaos becawese Had met with a crushing defeat
inflicted upon them by Silco, the Nubian king who had dritkem out of the Nile Valley
basin south of the first cataract. Those Beja edt¢he desert and returned to be bedouin,
pastoral way of life. Their military prowess had bemnshed and they turned to tribal
warfare.

The Balu came in this period of internal turmoil, ke Beja did not do them any harm.
Rather, the newcomers were able to stay and cqmeastefully with the Beja. By this means,
their offspring attained sovereign&g the accession to power was matrilineal. Witle tim
crossbred aristocratic class was formed whose fatlers Arabs and whose mothers were
Beja.

Of the Arabs groups that came to the land of the Bgdyj'a was the most desirous of
procuring precious metals. They were accompanied by grdufashtari and Guhaini tribes.
The leader of Rabi'a in the tenth century A. D., AbarWan Bashir Ibn Ishaqg, achieved
considerable fame.

A group of Bani Younis had entered the Eithab region thieenregion of Djin in
western Eritrea, where they had settled before ttiabof the Rabia groups. It seems that
the Bani Younis group had come from the Arabian Penirtsullie Beja coast across the
Red Rea.

After a short time, they were engaged in fighting onoaat of exploiting the land of
the metals. The Bani Rabia group were forced to rettlaeir route to Hijaz. This was an
event which was repeated throughout history. The Riesheere, the last to migrate from
the coast of Hijaz to eastern Sudan and easterndritre

The conspicuous phenomenon about Arab immigration isitthvedis oriented towards
working the mines in the land of the Beja from southAse$wan to the northern Eritrean
plateau. Few of them gave cultural and religious affaigsadtention. They used to enter
into conflicts and wars with the natives becauséheir ttendency for forceful exploitation of
labour. However, a number of scholars settled andls$tad educational centres which
played an important role in spreading Islamic religion #rel Arabic language among the
Beja.

The reasons for Arab migration were not only comimaéar in quest of wealth; there
were other reasons for migration which were due tdigallifactors. The entry of the Arabs
into the Beja province was accentuated in the nintliucg A.D., especially after the Caliph
Al Mutassem (833 - 842 A.D.) employed numerous mercenariais ermy, dispensed with
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the services of the Arabs in his 'diwan’ (abinetyl ander the witholding of payment of
bounty to them.

Things got worse for the Arabs of Egypt after the depokalubasa Ibn Ishaq, the last
Arab viceroy of Egypt, in the reign of the Caliph Al Mutakkel 847 — 861). The Arabs
were forced to leave northern and central Egypt for dbentryside, and some of them
headed for the basin of the Middle Nile Valley and thevipices presently known as the
Sudan, Eritrea, and Habasha.

After the struggle between the Omayyads and AlawideshrCaliphate and for power,
the Arab tribes apposed to the Omayyads realized tbgthidd no chance for a free, dignified
life under the Omayyads. The Alawids also realized &mgt further attempt after the Battle
of Karbala, at which the Imam Hussein lbn Ali wasrtyred, would only bring more ruin up
on them. So they started spreading in the land andiirests concealment and escape.

Some of them went where the Omayyad Caliphs couldathr them, so they headed,
individually and in groups for the eastern coasts of Afficllowed by the soldiers of the
Omayyad state whose sole concern was to watch thesel\¢ the which to carry out
effectively, they occupied the Dahlak archipelago, ragidglis on the Eritrean coast.

Yazeed |bn Muawiya had hardly been relieved of the t&hrevolution when Hijaz
revolted. The violence with which he confronted tiesv revolution was in no way less than
the violence with which he confronted the first onde sent them Agaba Ibn Nafe', who did
to Medina what no Moslem would do he killed most of tlnaining 'Muhajireen’
(immigrants) and Al Ansar (the supporters). The hadingfsAl Medina was violated; it was
looted and, according to Al Tabari, a thousand virginsewaped in it. The enmity of Hijaz
and Irag was awash in blood.

Hijaz did not let oppression be; it revolted faeaond time and pledged allegiance to
Abdullah Ibn Al Zubare. His revolt in Higaz lasted fone years, during which he fought the
Omayyads and beat them, until he was besieged, andilltein Mecca by Al Hajjag Ibn
Yousef Al Thagafi. It is no wonder then that the peaplelijaz fled for life to remote
countries. Higaz only got neglect from the Omayyads whly sent it tyrants who
humiliated the people and treated them brutally.

In the year 132 (Higri), it was the turn of the Omayyddsget a taste of their own
medicine. Marwan 11 fled to Egypt, which he entered iguise. He found that the people
of the eastern basin had already joined the Abbasidshe reverted to Geeza accompanied
by an entourage of his princes and relatives. He wetsby Saleh Ibn Ali, the Abbasid
viceroy in Egypt who fought him and defeated him. He dmbé¢ with him fled to the
countryside and kept on fleeing southward until they readhdala in the Sudan, where
some of them settled. Others proceeded to Bade, (Mapshey Dahlak islands, Hawakel
and Bahdur where the ruins of their palaces and cenwegtiliestand.

The struggle went on between the Abbasids and the Alatwidaghout the Abbasid age.
Whenever an Abbasid acceded to power, an Alawid wouldl hikaand claim it for himself;
he would fight and be killed. These successive revolutwmsh occupied Islamic history
until the fourth century (Higri) were an inexhaustibleuse of defeated groups and
individuals who migrated to remote countries. North BEdsica, i.e. the Sudan, Eritrea,
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Habasha and Somaliland, was, in view of geographicaltiposclose to the Arabian
Peninsula, a refuge for these.

The Eritrean Tribes' Claim
of Arab Ancestry

The Arab element melted into the Beja inhabitants@thers, but it left behind a
phenomenon which still survives. In spite of the thett the Eritrean tribes have kept their
old Semitic, and Hamitic-Cushitic dialects, Tigre, TiganHadaribi, Sihawi, Danakili, etc...
etc... they have maintained their claim of belongmghbse Arab immigrant origins.

The Bani Amer and Balu tribes claim Abbasid anceslitye Al Habab tribes claim
ancestry in the differences clans of Qureish. Alse,Saho in the east the Assawirta claim the
ancestry of Ali Ibn Abi Taleb. The Menfri claim tlamcestry of Omar Ibn Al Khattab. The
Maria tribe, together with the Sna'd Kili in the E#n highlands, the Tarua, Hazu and
Manza' tribes claim Omayyad ancestry.

Their local traditions relate that their immigrantastor married several girls from a
number of tribes, and their aforementioned clans Wwere of these girls. The name is
derived from his two sons, Mario and Maicho, who wsye of a Christian mother on the
plateau of Eritrea.

Whatever may be said of the authenticity ofeheaims, they confirm the wide Arab
migrations, the reasons for which we have indicated,the historical inter-marriages which
occured through successive generations.

Spencer Trimingham says in "Islam in Ethiopiattihe mere residence of an Arab
merchant or religious scholar among a tribe and thedplslam among them through him
was enough to make the tribe with the passage of tama tthe ancestry of this Arab, out of
their belief that this enhanced their position. Tgtienomenon is common in many Moslem
countries. This is especially the case in East Aftiehere historic intermarried between
Arab immigrants and their Hamitic cousins are the dantifactor in the region. (P. 118)
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Chapter VIII
The Relation of Al Fung House with Eritrea
The Original Homeland of Al Fung House

The subject of the origins of Al Fung House which assumed
power in the Blue Nile Basin in the sixteenth century is still open
to controversy and argument. Some say that the Sultanic house
goes back in origin to Al Shalk tribe or that they came from the
west, from western Sudan. But the Egyptian historian, Al Shater
Bussayli Abdul Jalil farours the probability that the Al Fung came
from Eritrea, and says that the ruling house exercised its authority
for a while on the south western part of Eritrea, which was before
it moved to the Blue Nile basin and made the town of Senar its
capital. It is believed that the transfer of the Sultanate to the Blue
Nile basin is due to the pressure of war and turbulence which were
dominant in Habasha at the time and which began to spread to the
northern region. Thus, these circumstances were threatening the
region occupied by the Sultanate in south western Eritrea. We
should not fail to mention also the Gala raids on the region between
Ghojam and the province of Harar and the presence of the Otto-
mans on the coast which they occupied Massawa. They maintained
relations with the Tigre ruler and provided him with aid in his
revolt against the King of Habasha until 1580 A.D.

It seems that the sultanate established by Al Fung house
arose in Eritrea at a time which was probably in the fourteenth
century A.D. or a little before. They made an agreement with the
leader of the Al Abidlab who controlled the commercial routes
between the Nile valley and the adjacent provinces. He made the
town of Qura between Al Khartum and Shindi, his capital. It seems

121

Chapter VIii
The Relation of Al Furigouse with Eritrea

The Original Homelanaf Al Fung House
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Nile basin is due to the pressure of war and turbulencehwhere dominant in Habasha at
the time and which began to spread to the northernrregio

Thus, these circumstances were threatening the rega@pied by the Sultanate in south
western Eritrea. We should not fail to mention alse Gala raids on the region between
Ghojam and the province of Harar and the presenceed®ttomans on the coast which they
occupied Massawa. They maintained relations with tgeeTuler and provided him with aid
in his revolt against the King of Habasha until 1580 A.D.

It seems that the sultanate established by Al Fung harese in Eritrea at a time which
was probably in the fourteenth century A.D. or aelittefore. They made an agreement with
the leader of the Al Abidlab who controlled the comor@rroutes between the Nile valley
and the adjacent provinces. He made the town of QuveebatAl Khartoum and Shindi, his
capital.

It seems that according to this agreement the Sulttended his influence over the
region from the Blue Nile basin, which begins soutlSaba, and it includes 'Al Bitana' land,
the land around it, and the southern basin of the Blle Nit is assumed that this was
accomplished with the westward migration of the king @¥aAafter Al Fung overthrew his
kingdom and devastated his capital, Suba, the destructiwhicii became proverbial.

The capital of this house in Eritrea was known as Lamnulocally, as Lamlam. Some
sources refer to it as Loul. If we take into consitienathe contents of the inscriptions on
the Sultan's gong, which was in his acquisition wheaxagcised his authority in Lamul, we
find an indication that his great grandfather had comen filLoul' to Lamul which lies in
Eritrea about the fourteenth century A.D. These iptions affected a widening of the study
and research of the province which comprises the\Niley basin.

Research stopped at the Lamu region, which lies orntiean Ocean south of the
Kenyan. Somaliland borders. Historians, of whomtgiry Welcome in one, supported by
the contents of the 'Negroes' manuscript as explicat€hiooli in 1957, that the contents of
the inscription's on the Sultan Amara's gong about fasdfather, who came from Loul,
applies to this site, and indicates the arrival ofAhBung house in the region of the eastern
African coast, having come from their first homelamdhe Shamayel valley in Oman, in the
south eastern Arabian Peninsula. This manuscript tedicdaat Al Fung house used to fight
wars between Berbera and Sawaken (The Eritrean coast)

War, in this context, according to some historiangs wiracy operations in this region.
Some sources also indicate that a woman divorced bigustsand can get married forthwith
without going through the wait imposed by Islamic law.isias a controversial subject in
Eritrea and the Sudan in the Middle Ages. It was diseavéhat custom and tradition
permitted a divorced woman to marry another man rigtgyawDispensing with the wait is
due to the fact that the Lamu people, who were seafpeogle, couldn't afford to wait
because of their travel.

Thus, customs, traditions and social systems indicat@rssence of relations and links
among the two societies on the Negro coast and Lamuhandociety in which Al Fung
Sultanate arose in Eritrea and the Sudan. Some squoireéout that the relation between
Al Fung Sultanic house and the Omayyads was through iraeiage between Al Fung and
the Omayyads who controlled the Lamu region and themasbast of Africa.
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The Transfer of Al Fung House to
Dankali and Barakah in Eritrea

We have discussed the first stage of Al Fung historychwlasted from their coming
from the Arabian Peninsula and their settling the Laegion in East Africa in the eighth
century A.D. till the tenth century A.D. As for thecend stage which starts about 3%D.
and ends about 1250 A.D. it is wrapped in mystery. It issthge in which the migration of
Al Fung house from 'Lamu’ to Eritrea was accomplished.

Researchers have not been able to define the fasomasl by this migration, which was
preceded by seasonal journeys towards the north forponeose or another. This is
confirmed by the 'Negroes' manuscript published by Chivdtio says that the Arabs who
inhabited the land of the 'negroes' coast used to conmegduar from Sawaken to Dahlak
island by sea and by land.

If we tie these journeys undertaken by the Arabs, amdrogn were naturally groups of Al
Fung, to the cubical graves of Al Fung kings in Danakilte@dy Mary Edith Potoy, and
copied from whom by Camarair in his book about the Reléd Habasha, we find that Al
Fung had come to the northern Danakil region. We cam@sghat they had landed at one of
the ports north of Assab.

Furthermore, it is probable that they had landeginat of two ports, Ad or Ma'dar. This
assumption is based on the presence of numerous cubiges gnathe depression of Baraka
in Eritrea which resemble those found in the Danka&@@on. It seems that Al Fung moved
from their homeland in Lamua on commercial journeysooescape local troubles caused by
the incursions of African tribes from time to timeéAn alternative reason for this migration
was the fall of the Omayyad house and the accessitileoAbbasids, because Al Fung were
kins of the Omayyads.

It is believed that the relations between &h& house and the Sultanic house of Djin
which existed in the south and west of Eritrea andtcsteel to north of Kassala in the
Republic of the Sudan started after the arrival of Alg=an the coast of Northern Dankalia,
in the south of Eritrea.

Conditions in Eritrea and northern Habasha weegestate of turmoil because of the tribal
advance from various directions. Because of the $garichistorical sources, researchers can
not pin down the moves of Al Fung house from Dankalizvéstern Eritrea, and the relation
of this house with the Djin Sultanate which the formepresented in the sixteenth century. It
is known that the expanse of the Djin Sultanate shuader the pressure of the Hodondua, a
branch of the Beja, and it was forced to recede iBdraka basin in the west of Eritrea.

We should not fail to mention that during the second stag@mportant event took
place in Habasha, namely the usurpation of power by #dgeie dynasty. The Solomonid
house did not manage to regain power until the beginnindpeothird stage of Al Fung
history, which begins in 1251 A.D. and ends in 1550 A.D. thésperiod in which Al Fung
lived in Eritrea. This development increased commod&ad turbulence. The Solomonid
house claimed that the Arabs had supported the Zague dymastizieving power as we
mentioned in our discussion of reverse migrations.
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The Relation Between Al Fung and
The Sultanate of A'nsaba

The relation of Al Fung house with the house of Djintbe A'nasiba's sultanate, (in
relation to Wadi A'nsaba, which forms a tributaryBRdraka river and passes through the
region of Keren), which is corrupted by Arab historianie Ansab, was augmented with what
local sources mention of the inevitability of therrmage of the Sultan of Al Fung into this
house.

It is clear from this tie between the two houseg tha Djin house was in power and
exercising its authority when the house of Al Fung atiin Eritrea.

There is a statement in "Historica Aethiopica” by llidelf, Frankfort 1681, that the
house of Al Fung owed alliance to the negus. What we kadhat the negus occasionally
claimed the subordination of the Sultan of Al Fung. Heve such a statement needs
evidence from historical sources. It is known the sewf Ludelf statement was Ethiopian.

The period of ambiguity which started from the last peid the first stage and lasted
throughout the second period to the end of the first walied years of the third stage, that
is, 1450 A.D., when we find a thread of light which resdaht there was a Sultan from the
house of Al Fung, the father of Sultan Amara. Thiswghthat sultan ruled in the region
situated in south western Eritrea. His capital wastua', to which an 'I' had been added at
the end.

Sometimes, the initial 'I' and 'a’ are dropped makingauM This view is supported by
the inscription found on the gong of Sultan Amara, treecddSultan Adlan. In the light of the
information contained in the inscriptions on Sultan aka's gong, which is considered the
strongest material evidence for the fact that Sultdla®, and his son, Amara, after him were
in power, since this gong is one of the emblems ofaaityh and in the light of the contents of
the journal of David Rubini, who visited Sultan Amaraha capital, Lamoul, in 1521 A.D.,
in addition to what was recorded in the diary of Luigiifiehti, published by the Italian
historian, Count Rossini, together with a verificatiand a perusal of the contents of local
manuscripts, we can build a structure of the historyhsf third stage period which began
around the middle of the fifteenth century.

The first of these points is what is statedral Eritrean manuscripts which mention that
it was inevitable that the sultan of Al Fung marryithe house of Ansaba which ruled over
the region of Ansaba and was also known as the housex@hams'. In what was related by
narrators we find that there was an Islamic kingdonthattime in western Eritrea. It is
probable its origins go back to house which had beengrahe Djin province since the
second century (Higri) or the ninth century A.D. appr@tmly. The dominion of the house
of Al Fung to Eithab in the north, which is situatedthaf the current Port Sudan.

As for the reference to the house of 'Ain Shamghe Sultanate of Ansaba, it is clarified
further by local tradition which says that when thét& was elected to the throne, he had to
go into seclusion with his wife for seven days duringcWwhiood was served them by an old
man or a boy who was not of age. This is one oirtherited Pharonic traditions which
sanctify kings and raise them to the level of the gddss custom was widespread in the Nile
basin in the Sudan. At the end of the seven daysichwlhre was taken that the king be not
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exposed to moonlight, the sultan went out to the risenersed himself in its water and then
left accompanied by a soldier to perform coronaticesrit

What information is available to us is to the effdw@t the sultan of the house of Djin in
the first half of the sixteenth century was Sultan Mekt who died in the fifth decade of
that century. The sister of Sultan Mukhter, Jawa, becagent over his son. It is believed
that Queen Jawa, who ruled in 1609 A. D., and queen Fatilma,assumed the reign in
1619 A.D., were from the region of the Djin basin (AlsBa It is probable that these two
gueens were from the house of Sultan Mukther, afterxpanse under Al Fung Dominion
had shrunken.

Immanuel Di Almida, in his book on the history of Eghia, which he wrote in the
sixteenth century, says that the River Takzi crossesWalkite province and flows to Djin
kingdom inhabited by Moslems known as the Balu.

The shrinking of this Sultanate was on account of tesibhd local wars which plagued
the province. They started with the ruin of Eithaliobe the end of the first half of the
fifteenth century as a result of looting the carawahgh bore gifts from the Sultan of Hijaz.
The Balu Sultan of Djin in the west clashed with thedbindua who out-powered him, so he
withdrew to his base west of Eritrea. The Hodondua ttecame the most powerful Beja
tribe.

The Transfeof the Sultanate to Senar

Later in the sixteenth century, the region of Eritaea Habasha witnessed struggles and
devastating wars. There was a huge tribal advance, ttiomp@nd a struggle between the
tribal groups, which ended in the early sixteenth centutty the emergence of the Hodondua
group and its expulsion of the Balu group which controlledrgel region which extended
North to Eithab and South to Walkite inside Habasha.

Then the northern and western regions of Habasha affacted with the wars of Imam
Ahmad Ibn Ibraheem, surnamed the Gran, and the king loddta, which reached its climax
in the fifth decade of the sixteenth century. The #&age was in the northern region of
Habasha and the coast of the Red Sea with the enting influence of both Portugal and the
Turks and their struggle for commerce and centers of mdkie In that period the vanguard
of European influence on the west coast of Africatsthto advance towards the east.

It was necessary in view of the nature ofelmeccessive developments within a short
period of time, that the ruling house seek a refuge inlwtligpursue its activity which
basically depended on commerce across the basin bfidiode Nile. This trade was
conducted at certain centers and transported by meamsrofiavigation or caravans to the
farthest north east and various destinations.

There are no texts or local historic origins whinticate clearly the date in which the
ruling house was transferred from its capital, Lamoultten banks of river Setit near the
current city of Um Hagar to 'Senar' on the banks efBlue Nile in the Sudan, except for
local narratives which have reached us by more thamnaeans, including the one known as
the 'Katib Al Shuna' manuscript, which indicates thanfiing of the sultanate after an
alliance was for-med between the Abidlab tribe andhihvese of al Fung which put an end
to the kingdom of Alwa and destroyed its capital, Suba.
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The well-known Jewish traveller, Rubin, who visited~&hg in 1522, says that be spent
a period of time as a guest of Sultan Amara in his dapiganoul, situated on the Nile,
(what is meant here is the river Sitit) and descrifues as a black king ruling over blacks
and whites. We gather from Rubin's journey that theusale covered the 'Bitana’ land and
the Blue Nile, as Rubin reached Senar, before its krapstal was moved there. Rubin
reached Lamoul with a caravan of three thousand cdadds with goods, which moved
from Massawa in the south, which shows the flourglaihtrade in that period.

The Expansion of Al Fung Kingdom into
Western Eritrea to Massawa

Once, Sultan Amrarah Dankas, the founder of Al FKKingdom, consolidated his
kingdom in the Sudan, he turned to extending the influenttieed€éingdom on the leaderships
of chiefdoms which existed in Northern Sudan up to tind ttataract and also to eastern
Sudan. Then the leader of Al Fung, who was from thel&bj proceeded towards western
and northern Eritrea until he subjugated the Beja prosiaod its kingdoms, the Djin
kingdom and others, to the 'Blue Sultanate'. Al Fung cotgjgestinued towards the south
until it reached Massawa.

However, the sultan of al Fung did not interfere initiernal affairs of the Sheikhdoms
which were subordinate to him, but he settled for ynsb®lic leadership which did not impel
the allied leaderships to send their soldiers or put tesources under the disposal of the
Sultan in case of war. The Sultan settled for a shitee duties which were levied on transit
trade.

The Sheikhdoms of Bani Amer and Al Habab preserved aatgpbhesides nominal
submission to Al Fung Sultanate. The Sheikh of the Baner tribes, Sheikh Jama' Ibn Ujeil
Ibn Ali Muhammad Darar, and the chief of the shiekhthefBani Amer tribes, Sheikh
Hamad Idriss Al Hasiri, visited Senar to proffer obedéeand to undertake collection of the
charity taxes from the tribes which were under thdinese taxes were annually delivered to
the delegate of the king of Senar. The delegate alschoma@rary gifts of robes and swords
from the king to the Sheikhs, the headmen and the chiefs

The Sultan of Senar used to inaugurate the trilefscnd the leaders of le Provinces into
authority by placing on the chief's head a cap with heons made of leather and stuffed with
cotton called (Um Al Karina) and a piece of brassedalhl Nakkara’ (the gong).

These remained an emblem of the authority okl&¥athe Sultan of Bani Amer in Eritrea
until the time of the British occupation when the Bhitauthorities abolished the Sultan of
Daklal and the tribes were regrouped on the basis nfdlva guardianships directly
connected to the authority of the state.

Al Nakkara is a brass drum which is beaten omdéntaration of war or other official
occasions. The old ruling families such as the Dadtally in Baraka, the Cantibay family
in Al Habab and Al Naeb family in Massawa still presethis historical gong.

The Sultan of Al Fung maintained close relations wih Turkish Pasha in the ports of
the Red Sea (Sawaken and Massawa), who was considereahtimercial representative of
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the Sultanate. He also maintained foreign relatiatis iemen, from which the sultanate
imported swords and armour, and with India and other cesritrithe Far East.

The System of Government in Al FgrSultanate

It is clear from the history of Al Fung Sultanate thbsolute decentralisation was the
characteristic of government in various lands, whiéls wracticed according to local customs
and traditions. The union of the provincial groups letheySultan of Senar was
characterized by the traditions of "The Mercantil@gic" of the mode -that was
conventional in the Arabian Peninsula with the adjestisithat were made on it which were
derived from the sources of the migrations, befordrdmsfer of the sultanic house to the
Blue Nile basin.

The traditions peculiar to the mercantile republic linkezleconomically oriented groups
which devoted great attention to investing funds in aeregions. It was natural that their
influence extend to the regions which comprised the tradies between the stock piles of
goods and the marketing centres to secure transport,tantolaaravans or ships.

Thus, relations were developed along the length ofdherercial route between Senar and
Massawa, Cities such as Agordat, Barentu and Guluj hadhallygbeen caravan posts. Senar
was known throughout most of Eritrea on account of wh@tommercial activity involved

of imports and exports. Many names such as the ‘Sapahave survived as a symbol of that
relation between Eritrea and Senar.

In the Sheikdoms the leaders of which entered intdlianae with Senar, whether in
Eritrea or Eastern and Northern Sudan, administrabdieb were confined within the scope
of guaranteeing commercial interest only. Everythisg was left on its own to adopt itself
to external conditions. This is why we find that ghwehorities of Senar, the leader of the
mercantile republic, did not attempt to organize a goventrapparatus to cover all aspects
of activity. The Senar dynasty sufficed itself wiie tapplication of the regulations of the
mercantile republic, which were so rigid as to stifidividual activity.

It is noteworthy that the Senar dynasty did not acctambcal considerations in
applying its commercial regulations, nor did it take inbosideration external competition
which acquired a clearer form with the Portuguese an8uhepean merchants before them,
but kept a monotony of regulations. Moreover, it didtage into account the development
of local economic potentialities, agricultural and otvise, but left the country to its old
way of life.

The authority neglected the establishment of a cezedhbody to coordinate the efforts
of the different groups in the sheikhdoms towards a conobg@ttive. Anything that did
not have a bearing on economic interests was Il¢ffteirdomain of the old traditions which
governed the distribution of land, making the leader owhéne land.

The relation between the beneficiary and the lea@srnot based on allegiance. The
leader or the sultan relied on his army which was m@def slaves and mercenaries. The
Sheikh had the fight to declare war on neighbouring lebgbsrsvithout consulting the
sultan. This made the people of the region live intaoisvars, especially between Bani
Amer and the Hodondua over pasture and water.
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Thus, the tool of government was subject to two odifly systems vis a vis the
society; the first was the system of mercantile répalming at exploiting commerce and
caravan routes, and the second the eastern feudal sykteimallocated the land to the
inhabitants to work it while the leader had a portibthe produce. So it was not easy to
reconcile these two systems in an affective ruleeasnthe mercantile republic and eastern
feudalism were reorganized in such a way as to guardrege®tural development of a
nationalism in which thearious tribal groups met.

But as the leaderships neglected the organisation ofeargoent propitions to the
creation of a new general way life, supported by freendiened competition, the power of
these leaderships and their weakness, their declinahmefe subject to external
economic factors, insofar as these factors weomgtor weak. This was one of the reasons
of the decline and disarray of the sultanate, becauspiived society from exercising the
least of its rights.

In the first two centuries, the sultanate was ruleddscendants of Sultan Amara, the
founder of the Senar dynasty in its Blue Nile basintehpiAfter the end of King Awansa's
reign about 171@.D., the house of 'Ain Shams', which ruled the regibAnsaba in Eritrea
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, and which metated by kinship and marriage to the
house of Al Fung, acceded to power. Then the Hameg, wh® ainegro element from the
Al Ruseires region and who had assumed the ministrytedgower from them and kept it
until, in a condition of weakness and deteriorationy there destroyed by Muhammad Ah
Pasha when he conquered the Sudan in 1820 A.D.

The War Between Al Fung House
and the Djin House

It seems that Al Fung were only able to subjudseDjin kihngdom after long wars,
Historians are inclined to believe that the submmssibBani Amer and Al Habab to the
sultanate did not take place until a belated time; possgiblee end of the seventeenth
century.

The proof of this is that Queen Eatimah, whe waown as the Negus of the Romans,
fought the Habasha army when it invaded her kingdom in A69and she was queen of the
Djin kingdom. Habashite sources say that she was capamcelots of spoils were taken
from her kihngdom. However, this Habashite attack cantee same time as the attack on the
Kingdom of Senar.

Local narratives point out a story to the effect gén&hight of the house of Al Fung was
killed at the hands of one of the Balu sultans in thd taf Djin in the Baraka basin, but he
left a son whose mother was a Balu. Children usedltdim in redicule "Wid Ras Madd".
A reference to the fact that the Balu, after killing father, made his skull into a ‘Madda' i.e.
bowl for food. Once he came of age, his mother toidthe whole story of his father's
death.

So he invoked the aid of his people, Al Fung, who semtriaay with him that destroyed

the Balu Sultanate, abolished. their reign and scattbe#dpeople. This youth was
appointed ruler of the depression of Baraka regions byiA§F His progeny, known as Al
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Nabitat and its leader Al Daklal has ruled the Bani Atnbes and their neighbours for the
last three centuries.

Regardless of whether this narrative is true or hatdicates that the Balu and the Djin
kingdom did not lose their influence until after an arntedggle with Al Fung Sultanate.

Another reference to the wars between Al Fung an®jihas what is said by local
narratives to the effect that the name Al Gaddemagricultural group settled in Al Ghash
basin which originally belongs to Nubia in western Sualach have wide intermarrying with
the Beja and the Arabs — is derived from Gadd meaningdinge

It is said that one of their leaders said to anotdiéer a ferocious battle with Al Fung
knights, “These people have inflicted on us Gadda”, meaamdjng and shreading. The
other replied by saying, “Rather, Gaddin”, stressinggtieatness of their losses.

Thus, they were called Gaddein. We are not interasting authenticity of the narrative as
much as we are interested in proving the truth of tkidebavhich were fought in the region
before its inhabitants surrendered to the new invadens. fortified castles which stand in the
region of the Gaddein mountains indicate the correctfetbss conclusion. The Gaddein
inhabitants were known for chivalry and they rearedbfan thoroughbreds. The region was
known for centers of religious teaching where the Qlyan was memorized. (P. 134)

END of Pawo. (P. 67 to 134)
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